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I offer you this Easter gift from Macrina Wiederkehr
(Seasons of Your Heart)
When dawn stands still with wonder
when birds jubilate in the trees
when buds hurry into blossoms
and grass starts wearing green
I always know that Easter wants to come again.
But deeper yet and richer still
When Jesus, imprisoned in me,
asks me to roll away the stone
that locks me in
then Easter wants to come again.
So, let it come
It’s one dawn past rising time
and Resurrection is the wildest news
that’s ever touched
this crazy, mixed-up world.
It says, yes!
when everything else say, no!
It says, up!
when everything else says, down!
It says, live!
when everything else says, die!
Easter’s standing at your door again,
so don’t you see that stone has got to go?
that stone of fear
of selfishness and pride
of greed and blindness
and all the other stones we use
to keep Jesus in the tomb.
So here’s to rolling stones away
to give our Lord the chance He needs
to rise and touch
a troubled, lonely world.
Some call it Resurrection.
It’s wild with wonder,
It’s beautiful and real
Intent on throwing life around
it touches and it heals!
Yes, Easter, you can come
An angel of life I’ll be.
I’ll roll the stone away
and set you free.
Here's an "Alleluia!" for the stone rolled away, an empty tomb and a Risen-always-with-us Lord. Here's a prayer of
outrageous hope that we let Jesus loose in our words, songs, dance or shuffling, actions and attitudes so that those we
encounter may know the infinite glory, unshakable grace and boundless love of God. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!
Your pastor and partner in ministry,
Linda M. Alessandri

A.M.E.N.
HELPING THE RESIDENTS OF HOLLY PLACE — The month of April we will be collecting paper towels for
the residents of Holly Place. There is a container in the narthex for your items.
EASTER FOOD BASKETS — The egg tags with needed food items seemed to disappear off the tree in no time.
Food has been coming in steadily. We ask that all food be brought in no later than Sunday, April 9th so we can make
sure all is ready for preparing the Food Baskets.
If you can help pack or deliver Easter Food Baskets on Wednesday, April 12th, please sign-up on the attendance form
in your bulletin or call the church office. One last request. Don't forget to sign the beautiful cards Carole Young makes
for us to put in each basket On behalf of the families who will have food for Easter week, "Thank you!"

COUNCIL
TWO DELEGATES NEEDED FOR DE-MD SYNOD ASSEMBLY
Theme: Reformation 500: Looking Back/Moving Forward
Thursday, June 1(11 a.m.) – Saturday, June 3 (12:30 p.m.)
Ocean City, Maryland
Each year the Lutheran churches in the Delaware-Maryland Synod meet to worship, celebrate, encourage and conduct
necessary business. Most Haven members who have gone to Synod Assemblies in the past have found it to be an informative and worthwhile experience.
Haven Church covers the registration and lodging costs for its delegates. Meals are at the attendees expense. This year
our delegates will be going “solo,” since Pastor Alessandri will not be attending the Assembly due to a schedule conflict. But that will not be a problem at the Powell Convention Center where everything is well marked and the volunteers are helpful at providing directions.
We are asked to send one male delegate and one female delegate. It could be a married couple (who would share a hotel room) or two unrelated individuals (who would each have their own rooms.) PLEASE prayerfully consider this
wonderful opportunity. Contact Council President, Pam O’Connor, or Pastor Alessandri with any questions or to volunteer to be Haven’s delegates.

EVANGELISM TEAM

BOX TOPS — $130.00 and counting! Haven folks are doing The Box Top Shuffle! Thank you so much
to everyone who continues to support this program. We are doing better each year. Although we collect them year
round, I usually make our last contribution for the school year the first week of April. So lets get our Box Tops we
have at home and forget each week here! :) Thank you!!

PARISH EDUCATION TEAM
EASTER EGG HUNT SUPPLIES NEEDED — Each Easter morning Haven has a Easter Egg Hunt for children up
through the fifth grade. It is a delight to see how much fun they have finding the eggs and filling their baskets and
bags. The plastic eggs have already been donated, yeah!
We are asking the congregation to donate candy and stickers to fill the plastic eggs. Other items children might enjoy
that fit in the plastic egg are also welcome. We just ask that the item be safe. Please avoid non-edible items that might
be swallowed by our youngest children.
Look for a box for donations in the narthex. Thank you for your help.
Haven’s Easter Bunny Crew
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY — Will meet for their monthly Bible study on Thursday, April 13, at 10:00
a.m. (Par lor ). We will be continuing our study on Paul' s letter to the Galatians by discussing Session 4, "For Freedom Christ has set us Free," from the April issue of "Gather" magazine. Copies of the
session are also available on the mobile message board All women are welcome. Please feel free to attend, even if you haven't been part of this group before. Falling on Maundy Thursday it could be a meaningful part of
your Holy Week observance.
‘THE REST OF THE STORY” A WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDY—
Wed., 10am -11am—A time of learning, fellowship and reflection as Pastor Alessandri leads the class to consider the
upcoming Sunday Scripture reading. Questions are openly considered. ALL are WELCOME. Come every week or
when you are able. Time in God’s Word with others seeking children of God is a time of enrichment and blessing.
COME!

PARISH LIFE TEAM
HAVEN’S BOOK CLUB —– Thursday, April 20th at 2pm is our next meeting to discuss GILEAD
by Marilynne Robinson. This story takes place in a small town, Gilead and is a “meditation” on what
religion is, what it means and what it might still have to offer modern man. Please join us in the Parlor
for tea and conversation. In May we will be reading COMMONWEALTH by Ann Patchett. Joan
MONTHLY LUNCH GROUP? — Several people expressed interest in a lunch group. The Parish
Life team will get this group started, but we would like someone who is part of the group to be the ongoing coordinator. This would include setting a date and place to meet, posting a sign up sheet and making arrangements with the restaurant. Please talk to any team member with questions and to volunteer.
There is also interest in an evening group for couples or families. Is there a volunteer for that group?
HAVEN’S LENDING LIBRARY — Have you checked out the book rack in the Narthex? Grab a
book to sit and read outdoors and enjoy God’s wondrous creations; as everything begins to bloom and
become renewed around us. There are all types of books on our mobile library to choose from. There
are mysteries, love stories, biographies – choose whatever you like, read it & return it or pass it on to a
friend. One shelf is now dedicated for children to use, too.

WORSHIP TEAM
NARRATIVE LECTIONARY READINGS FOR MARCH
Fifth Sunday
April 2 ~ Zacchaeus
of Lent
Luke 18:31-19:10 Psalm 84:1-4, 10-12
Palm Sunday

April 9, 2017 ~ Triumphal Entry
Luke 19:29-44 Psalm 118:19-23

Easter Sunday

April 16, 2017 ~ Empty Tomb
Luke 24:1-12 Psalm 118:17, 21-24

Second Sunday
of Easter

April 23, 2017 ~ Emmaus Road
Luke 24:13-35 Psalm 30

HOW FAR DID YOU JOURNEY WITH LUTHER THIS LENT?
In our 2017 Lenten Travel Packs we were invited to walk with Jesus and tour Martin Luther's Germany 15 minutes at
a time. With each fifteen minutes of activity or devotional time you could color in one space on the path that represented about 6.4 miles on the map. How far did you get this Lent?
TURN IN YOUR MAP by THURSDAY, APRIL 13th. We'll tally our congregations' total miles and minutes. There
just may be some surprises to help us celebrate that "Here We Walked" this Lent.

Holy Week Schedule
HERE WE WALK --FOLLOWING JESUS THROUGH HOLY
WEEK

Before we arrive at Easter’s joy, we walk humbly and gratefully with Jesus through the betrayals,
trials and suffering of the final days before his death..
Come walk these final miles with our Lord. You will find Easter even more meaningful.
Sunday, April 9
PALM & PASSION SUNDAY
9:30 am—Worship- Guest Preacher, Seminarian Greg Hartman
10:40 am—Fellowship and Refreshments, 11:00 am—Sunday School

Wednesday, April 12
NEW! ----PRAYER VIGIL
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Set aside an hour with the Lord
A prayer vigil is an intentional and watchful time set apart for the purpose of prayer. We at Haven are setting apart 12
hours during Holy Week for individuals or groups to sit with our Lord.
During that time you are invited to pray for those concerns and persons for which members of our congregation had
requested prayer. Those prayer requests will be available on cards in the church. You can take a few, lift them up in
prayer in whatever way you wish and then return them to a second basket. You can continue taking prayer request
cards, praying and returning for new requests as often as you wish during your time.
You may also choose during your vigil time to simply sit in the quiet to listen to the Lord or read and meditate on Bible passages or hymns. You may pray sitting, kneeling or walking around the sanctuary. Whatever you find meaningful is good.
During the Vigil we while have printed instructions for praying with the Prayer Request cards. We will provide a
prayer to use at the beginning and end of your vigil time. We will also provide Bible verses and hymns for use as devotions or for meditation. You may bring your own material for your time with the Lord.
Our GOAL is to have SOMEONE in Haven's sanctuary during EACH HOUR of the vigil. We will post a schedule for
the vigil hours and ask you to sign-up to be in the church a half- hour or one hour. You may sign-up alone or with a
friend, family or group.
If you've never participated in a vigil, you will find the time goes much more quickly than you imagined. You will
find it incredibly meaningful to know you are supporting others with prayer for the concern of their hearts. Let us set
aside time to rest in the Lord this Wednesday of Lent and fill Haven's sanctuary with our prayers to the Lord who
promises to hear and care.
Thursday, April 13
MAUNDY THURSDAY
12:00 noon—Worship with Holy Communion
5:30 - 7:30 pm—"Agape" Meal and Worship
The Agape ("Love") Feast dates to apostolic times when Christians gathered together to "feast" on God's Word, the
togetherness of community, a simple communal meal, and the Holy Eucharist.
Following in this ancient tradition, our evening Maundy Thursday worship will be an Agape Meal and Service (in the
parlor) that will conclude with the stripping of the altar (church sanctuary) in preparation of Good Friday.
We'll begin by gathering at tables in the parlor, praying and listening to God's Word together before we share a simple
meal of soup, bread, cheese and fruit. After eating, we continue our worship by sharing the Lord's Supper with bread
and wine at each table. We'll conclude with a procession across the narthex to the darkened church sanctuary to watch
the altar and sanctuary being stripped in preparation for Good Friday as Psalm 22 is read.
Our Worship Team hopes this Maundy Thursday "Agape" Meal and Worship will be a meaningful way to mark this
day of Holy Week.
So we can have enough tables and food prepared, we ask that you sign up to attend on the attendance form in the Sunday bulletin or by calling the church office no later than April 10. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor
Alessandri.
Friday, April 14
GOOD FRIDAY
12 noon — Service of the Word Commemorating the
Passion of our Lord
7:00 pm— "We Remember Calvary"
NEW! --- A Choral Tenebrae Service
The Tenebrae Service is a traditional Good Friday service of Light and Word commemorating the Passion and Death
of our Lord. As we move through the events leading to the crucifixion, we extinguish candles, letting the darkness of
the betrayal, abuse, abandonment Jesus experienced surround us. THIS YEAR our CHOIR and a narrator will lead us
through that fateful Friday. Be ready to be moved. Be ready to leave marveling at the depth of the Lord's love for us.
Be ready to walk into Easter with deep appreciation.

EASTER SUNDAY
April 16

A Celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord
9:30 a.m. - Worship with Holy Communion
10:40 a.m. - Easter Refreshments and Fellowship
11:00 a.m. - Easter Egg Hunt
Hundreds of eggs for children up through 5th grade.

APRIL MUSIC SUNDAY
Haven Lutheran Church
April 30 9:30 am
Come worship our Lord AND enjoy God’s gift of music from our Senior Choir, Chimes Choir, and
other Haven musicians. We’ll sing “favorite hymns” and lift grateful hearts and voices to glorify our
Risen Lord.
This is an ideal Sunday to invite friends, neighbors and co-workers to come with you to worship.
Spread the word.
Come ready to hear and sing God’s praises.

COMMUNITY NOTES AND EVENTS
HAVEN’S SPRING YARD SALE &
BAKE SALE
April 29th, 8 am - 1 pm
Held the same day as Western Maryland Hospital’s yard sale, there are always a lot of folks who come over to Haven
to browse. So begin to save the “stuff” you’d like to get out of your place. Begin to think about what you might bake.
The proceeds from table rentals, the bake sale and Haven’s yard sale table will be divided between Haven’s Block
Party & School Supply Giveaway, Haven’s Youth Ministry and a still-to-be-determined local hunger cause. Save the
date. Save that stuff you’ve been meaning to give away. Spaces are $10 each, which will include one table and two
chairs. Extra tables are $5 each. You may reserve a space by contacting Scott Rhodes. Checks or cash accepted.
We are also in need of volunteers to sit at the church table in 2 hour increments and pricing items. A sign up sheet will
be on the mobile board. Folks that want to donate items may bring those in on Sunday, April 23. Pricing of items will
occur on Friday, April 28.
HAVEN BOWLERS
COME HAVE A GOOD TIME,
SUPPORT A GOOD CAUSE
AND
KEEP PASTOR ALESSANDRI’S SISTER COMPANY!
Sunday, April 23 2-3 p.m.
Dual Turner Lanes
Any Age. Any or no skill. Just a desire to have fun and support Big Brothers/Big Sisters. Each bowler is asked to
bring at least $30 of pledges in exchange for 1 hour of bowling, shoe rental, an event T-shirt and beverage.
Pastor’s sister, Denise, will be bowling on pastor’s behalf. You don’t want her to bowl alone, do you? Ar e you
game? Sign-up today. Pick up a pledge sheet and brochure on the mobile message board. Gather some sponsors. And
look forward to some fun!

Thank You Notes
Dear Haven Members and Guests that maybe reading our news-letter,
We are grateful and give thanks to the actors of The Potomac Playmakers. Their generous donation of time and talent
made our fundraiser a huge success, making it possible to continue the mission of Youth Ministry at Haven. In addition, we thank our Pastor, parents, siblings and families for showing your love and support by attending this
event. We couldn't have done this with out you! Our stomachs thank the amazing bakers of Haven Lutheran Church,
the donated desserts were beautifully decorated and satisfied everyone’s sweet tooth. Lastly thank you to our community for generously donating to our "Chinese Raffle"
Thank you,
Amy Mason
Dear Friends,
This is to acknowledge and thank you for your generous gift of $211.67 given to our Food Bank. Your commitment
to helping needy individuals and families in our community is sincerely appreciated.
Your generosity and compassion is a blessing to our community. Your gift will make a difference in the lives of
those in need. The money has been placed in the Food Bank account and will be used to replenish food items as needed. We feed an average of 800 families a month.
Your donation makes it possible to continue these services despite the economic distress we currently find ourselves
in.
Frankly, we could not do what we do without donors such as you. We look forward to working with you in the future.
We, and those we serve, deeply appreciate your generosity.
Sincerely,
Julie Stouffer
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,
Community Food Bank
Dear members of Haven E. Lutheran,
On behalf of the members of Trinity Lutheran, I would like to thank you for your most generous donation to our Food
Bank. With help from people like your congregation we are able to feed many people in need in our community.
Fondly,
Barbara Pottorff
Dear Friends of Holly Place,
On behalf of the residents, staff, and Board of Directors of Senior Living Alternatives, Inc. , I would like to thank you
for the $280.00 donation that you made to our facility Holly Place. Your continued thoughtfulness and generosity is
greatly appreciated. We cannot put into words how much your support means to us.
The staff and Board of Holly Place aim to provide our residents with the best possible care available. As a non-profit
organization it is a constant struggle to make ends meet. With the continued support of people such as you, we are
able to maintain our objective of providing a safe “home-like” setting for our seniors.
Again, thank you for your continued support in this endeavor.
Sincerely,
Melanie J. Davis
Executive Director

Ohna Baker
Ravenwood Assisted Living
1158 Luther Drive Apt. #30
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240-313-4147

Baptismal Anniversaries

Amy Mason
Karl Pile
Patricia Pile
Joshua Webb
Michael Manspeaker
Rebecca Mason
Lynda Byers
Tanner Creek
Inez Winebrenner
Margaret Cunningham
Bobby Whitenight
JoyEleen Bergschneider
Laura Manspeaker

04/01
04/01
04/01
04/01
04/03
04/04
04/06
04/08
04/12
04/15
04/15
04/25
04/27

BIRTHDAYS

Donna Dickinson
Phyllis Meyers
Sari Kilheffer
Joyce Meredith
Tanner Meredith
Clare Newcomer
Jonathan Schupp
Maura Haupt
Stephanie Meredith
Karla Pile
Sharron Moser

04/01
04/04
04/05
04/05
04/09
04/09
04/09
04/11
04/11
04/11
04/12

Sarah Day
04/14
Jessica Snyder
04/14
Sue Resh
04/19
Don Evason
04/23
Gene Kerns
04/24
Anna Bergschneider 04/26
Ed Distad
04/28
William Byers
04/29
Tanner Creek
04/30

Haven Food Bank Volunteers

April 4—1st Tues.
Ed Distad, Jan Merique, Judy Teter, Georgi Kauffman
April 14—2nd Fri.
Kathy Amos, Sue Nelson, Pat & Dick Manspeaker

Fri., Apr.
7
11:00 AM
Kristin
Andrews

Fri., Apr.
14
11:00 AM
Kathy Amos

Fri., Apr.
21
11:00 AM
Ed Distad

Fri., Apr.
28
11:00 AM
Joan Schupp

Bulletin Assembly
Securing
Our Church
Building
~APRIL~
Dave Resh
Pam O’Connor

Fri., May
5
11:00 AM
Kathy
Amos

Newsletter
April
27
12:00 pm
Kristin
Andrews

Our lost and found box is located in the coat closet (closest to Pa
Ave.). Please check the box to see if there is anything that belongs to you. There’s jewelry, glasses, make-up cases, and other
items that have been found around the church this year.

At the end of the year all remaining items will be donated.

Anniversaries

Ed & Prue Yelinek
04/05
Robert & Ann Lochbaum 04/09
Kenneth & Saundra Myers 04/26

April 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Al-Anon—Fellowship of relatives/friends of Alcoholics CoDa—Co-Dependents Anonymous
A.F.G.—Al-Anon Family Group B.B.B.S.—Big Brothers Big Sisters of
TOTS—Program with W.C.P.S. Washington County

2 (Noisy/Hunger

Sunday)
9:30 Worship with
communion
10:30 Fellowship
11:00 Sunday
School
2:00 Pastor leads
worship

3
6:30 Potomac
Playmakers
7:00 Property
Team
7:00 Barbershop

(Ravenwood)

6:00 Al-Anon

9 Palm & Passion
Sunday

10

9:30 Worship
with communion
10:30 Fellowship
11:00 S. School

6:30 Potomac
Playmakers
7:00 Worship
Team

6:00 Al-Anon
6:30 Adventure
Crew

7:00 Barbershop

7:00 Parish Life

16 Easter Sunday 17
(Holly Place
Offering)
9:30 Worship with
Communion
10:30 Fellowship
Time
11:00 Easter Egg
Hunt
2:00 Pastor worship

6:30 Potomac
Playmakers

4

9:15 TOTS
9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

11
9:00 TOTS
9:30 Fellowship
Fitness
12:30 Al-Anon

12
No Adult B.
Study
7 AM—7 PM
Prayer Vigil
church sanctuary
6:30 Potomac
Playmakers
7:00 Choir

18
9:00 TOTS

7:00 Council

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

7:00 Barbershop

12:30 Al-Anon

19

6 9:15 TOTS

10:00 Knit Wits
4:30 Confirmation
6:30 Potomac
Playmakers
6:30 Lioness
6:30 CoDa
7:00 AMEN
Team

13

1 Polish & Shine

9 AM-12 noon
12:00 Al-Anon
Dessert & Show
6 PM doors open

7

8

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

12:00 Al-Anon

5:30 AFG

14

15

20 9:00 TOTS 21

22

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
9:30 F. Fitness
9:00 TOTS
12:00 Worship 12:00 Al-Anon
10:00 Women’s
Bible Study
7:00
12:00 Worship
Choral
with communion Tenebrae Service
“We Remember
5:30 Agape Meal
Calvary”
and stripping of Altar
6:30 Playmakers 5:30 AFG
6:30 CoDa

12:00 C.C. Super Pastor Alessandri
10:00 Adult Bible Site Meeting
12:00 Al-Anon
Surgery
Study with
Pastor Alessandri 2:00 Book Club
9:30 Fellowship
4:30 Confir. Class
6:30 Potomac
Fitness
Playmakers 6:30 Playmakers
5:30 AFG
6:30 CoDa
7:00 B.B.B.S.
Board Meeting
7:00 Choir
Pastor Alessandri will be out of the office due to

surgery. Pastoral emergency from April 21-28 —
contact Pastor Stephanie Steele at 1-856-905-8781.

23 9:30 Worship 24
with communion

9:30 Worship with
communion
10:30 Fellowship
11:00 S. School
12:00 Sunday
School Staff mtg.
6:00 Al-Anon

Soup/

Sandwich
7:00 Worship
6:00 Sacred
Listening Circles 6:30 Potomac
Playmakers
7:45 Choir

(Ravenwood)

30 Music Sunday

Bible Study with
Pastor Alessandri
4:00 Holly Place
Board Meeting
6:00 Lenten

12:30 Al-Anon

6:00 Al-Anon

10:30 Fellowship
11:00 S. School
2:00 Haven’s Team
BBBS Bowl
for Kids
Sake
6:00 Al-Anon

5 10:00 Adult

Sat

25

26

27

28

29

Pastor Alessandri will be out of the office due to surgery on her shoulder. If you would like a pastor presence at the hospital or other emergency between April 21-28 —contact Pastor Stephanie Steele at 1-856905-8781 and between April 29-May 6, contact Pastor Bruce Barth at 1-304-433-2212
6:30 Potomac
Playmakers
7:00 Barbershop

9:00 TOTS
9:30 Fellowship
Fitness
12:30 Al-Anon

10:00 Adult Bible 9:00 TOTS
Study with
4:30 ConfirmaPastor
tion
Kaplan
Class
6:30 Potomac
Playmakers 6:30 Potomac
Playmakers
7:00 Choir
6:30 CoDa

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness
5:30 AFG

Haven’s Spring
Yard Sale & Bake
Sale
8:00—1:00
12:00 Al-Anon

Serving

April 2

April 9

April 16

April 23

April 30

Acolyte

Abby
Byers

Emily
Butsch

Aura
Harbaugh

Melita
Kaplan

Adam
Tice

Assisting
Minister

Greg
Hartman

Shaun
Rollins

Terry
Trovinger

Kathy
Amos

Greg
Hartman

Lay
Reader

Nancy
Newkirk

Danny
Kiblinger

Elaine
Michael

Charlotte
Loveless

Ed
Distad

Elaine
Michael

Karl & Pat
Pile

Bob
Snyder

Entry
Greeter(s)
Ushers

Jim & Brenda
Anna
Hassinger Bergschneider

Dave & Sue Ned & Millie Karl & Pat Pile Tahnee Haupt Dave & Sue
Resh
Strange
Marge
Morgan Haupt
Resh
Jim & Brenda Jim & Brenda Cunningham Elaine Michael Jim & Brenda
Hassinger
Hassinger
Lynda Byers
Cliff & Sue
Hassinger
Judy HoffNEEDED
Kathy Wright
Britton
Judy Hoffman
man
NEEDED
Kathy Pensis
Bob Snyder Tanner Creek
Tanner Creek

Greeters Exit
West

Shaun
Rollins

Doug
Wright

Ed
Distad

Bob
Lochbaum

Pam
O’Connor

Exit Center

Pastor

Pastor

Pastor

Pastor

Pastor

Exit East

Bob
Snyder

Marge
Cunningham

Larry
Hartsock

Amy
Mason

Kim
Pile

Nursery

Mike
Manspeaker
NEEDED

Patty Byers
Megan Byers

Wayne
&
Hazel
Gaumer

Altar
Flowers

NO
FLOWERS

NO
FLOWERS

Kevin & Kim
Pile

Bob
Dean

NEEDED

Coffee
Host(s)

Joan
Schupp

Hassinger
Andrews

Parish
Life

Melissa
Kathy Wright
Butsch
Kathryn Suchy
Morgan
Butsch
Emily Butsch

Elaine Michael Tahnee Haupt

~Schedules~
If you are unable to serve on the date you are listed for, please switch
with someone and notify the church office .

