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It seemed funny at the time. I had asked the children to distribute red wooden hearts to the women
of the congregation on Mother’s Day. One of the children had given one to me. With one arm free, I
had tucked the heart into my sling and promptly forgot it was there until.... I bent over a bit far distributing communion and the heart fell out on the floor with a clatter. The women kneeling before me
smiled as I picked up my heart from the floor.
In that same Sunday’s bulletin was an article I had written about a change in our Summer Sunday
worship – a change I knew would disappoint some and, in any case, have yet-to-be-seen effects on
our summer worship and community life. Later that week I would be preparing another article for the following Sunday bulletin. It would announce June and Dick Hess’s resignation as organist and music director — yet another
change that would be unsettling for Haven.
Amid the celebrations of Mother’s Day and then Confirmation Sunday, changes in two long-standing traditions
could make it seem like the earth was shifting beneath our collective feet: Worship on the Lawn would move inside
and Haven worship music would not be served by the faithful, talented music team that had served for over thirty consecutive years. That’s when I remembered the wooden red heart. When the people of Haven first heard this news,
would their hearts feel like they fell to the floor? Would they wonder if our collective heart could be picked up and
find new life?
“Do not let your hearts be troubled,” Jesus told his disciples,” (John 14:1) Jesus said, “Remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20b) And how many angels and prophets has God sent to us saying: “Fear
not!” These are the promises of our Lord, given to us by a God who has the power and will to keep those promises.
Our hearts may drop but not shatter. They may pause but not stop beating. Yes, we are looking toward some changes
in our community. But what does not change is God’s faithfulness. What does not change is our calling to be God’s
church — “to honor God, to reach out with love to our members and the community and to share the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Let our hearts breathe in the assurance of the Holy Spirit. Let us celebrate traditions we have treasured and look with
curiosity and hope to what God will do with our church community this summer. Let us figure out how to bring some
of the spirit of WOTL inside and renew our sense of worship. Let us give thanks to God for June and Dick’s years of
outstanding service and prepare to open ourselves to the gifts and talents of another musician and choir director. We
can trust God is with us. We can trust God’s promises.
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to
give you a future with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
Your pastor and partner in ministry,
Linda M Alessandri

SUMMER WORSHIP AT HAVEN
Saturdays 5 p.m.—Church Sanctuary
Traditional but casual service with Holy Communion (no music)
Sundays 9:30 p.m.
June 4—July 9— Parlor Chapel*
July 16—August 27—Sanctuary Casual, more contemporary service with Holy Communion
*Parlor Chapel
We will do our best to convert this sunny, lovely room into a worship space for the first six weeks of summer. We
hope people will feel free to bring their Worship-on-the-Lawn selves — wearing casual clothes, shorts and bringing
coffee or water bottles — ready to worship together.
Right now, we imagine we will move the table out from under the cross and let it serve as our altar. A podium would
stand to the side of the table altar. Flowers would be in a stand. We can leave it that way for the six weeks, eliminating
any need for weekly “set-up” or “taking down.”
What about seating? We will r emove the long table and coffee tables fr om the r oom and keep the chair s and
love seats for seating. We will bring in some additional chairs with arms for people to use. Folks could also choose to
bring in a lawn chair to sit on (and leave it at church, if you wish). We will open up the sliding glass doors to accommodate the congregation. We’ll leave a space in front for the Children’s Message blanket.
Do you have any other ideas to bring summer
and a sense of worship to the area?
(Contact Pastor Alessandri with your ideas.)

A.M.E.N.
HELPING THE RESIDENTS OF HOLLY PLACE The month of June we will be collecting
latex free gloves bandaides, hand sanitizer, liquid hand soap, (tub, toilet, sink, floor s) any
brand for the residents of Holly Place. There is a container in the narthex for your items.
MICAH’S BACKPACK completed last delivery, May 26th.
Another year of helping students at Fountaindale School with weekend meals is complete. As I completed the report for HARC (Hagerstown Area Religious Council), who shares grant money with us, I
realized how many of the congregation have helped with the program. All the Sunday School classes
packed several times. The teens (in addition to helping organize Easter Food) packed the last three
weeks of meals in one session, so that I could leave, knowing all the year is complete. Kathy Wright
and her gang of elves helped to be sure that the food made it from the kitchen to the school. Numerous
folks (primarily Fitness Fellowship) helped get food out or ready for groups to pack. This is not a
complete list and does not include those in the congregation who contribute money to the programs.
Thanks to you all. WELL DONE HAVEN! We are part of the battle to work on hunger.

COUNCIL TEAM
JUNE AND DICK HESS ANNOUNCE “RETIREMENT”
Dear Pastor Alessandri, Council Members and members of Haven Lutheran Church,
It is with bittersweet feelings that we write this letter to officially inform you that June and I will be resigning from
our positions as Organist and Adult Choir Director of Haven Lutheran Church, effective June 1, 2017. It goes without
saying that this was not an easy decision to make. While we have enjoyed every moment we have spent in service to
Haven, spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ through music, we feel that now is the time to tenure our resignation. The
experience has been enjoyable, gratifying and very rewarding, to say the least. We feel truly honored and extremely
grateful for the opportunity presented to us many years ago to share in the worship ministry at Haven.
We look forward to remaining active members of our beloved Haven family. Thank you again for all your love,
encouragement and support over the years.
God’s Peace and Love,
Richard D. Hess June L. Hess
How can we possibly express our appreciation as our regular worship schedule quickly comes to an end? 1) We’ll
begin with a coffee fellowship in honor or Dick and June on May 28th, hosted by the Choir. 2) On September 10
(when we’ve returned to our one-service worship schedule), we will have a more formal “Thank You” gathering.
Speak to Council President, Pam O’Connor or Pastor Alessandri if you’d like to help plan that September event. 3)
We’ll put together an album of memories and appreciation (See article below.)
How will we proceed to find musician(s) for our worship? First, we give thanks to God and to Bruce Larson for continuing to offer his musical talents during summer worship. What a blessing! Second, The Mutual Ministry Team will
soon meet to lay out the step needed to fill the musician/choir director position(s). That will include opportunities for
your participation as we formulate a description of the needed position(s). Keep Haven in your prayers. God is with
us!
MEMORY BOOK FOR DICK AND JUNE
The people of Haven Church have always been close-knit, and caring. We have been a part of each other lives in
many ways, big and small.
With that special relationship in mind, we are creating a Memory Book for presentation to Dick and June Hess in
September that will record those special moments throughout the 37 years of their ministry.
Do you have a special memory, thought and/or picture of Dick and June that you would like to share? We would
love to include all thoughts and well wishes that we can and to remind them of the love they have shared with everyone at Haven.
Send your written memory, story and/or picture of a special moment with Dick and June to the Church Office by July
31. A simple thank you for their ministry is also welcome. We will be combining the remembrances in a specially
bound Memory Book. Thanks for your coming contributions. Pam O’Connor
(Editing of article submissions will be at the discretion of the editors)

PARISH EDUCATION TEAM
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL — Yes, you read it correctly. This year Haven's youth Sunday School
classes will meet three times this summer. The dates are as follows: June 18, July 16, and August
20. The classes will meet after Sunday worship at 10:30.
In addition to these summer offerings, there will also be a Saturday Summer Fest on July 15 starting at
4pm. The fest will include food, games, movie, fun and ,for the teen class, a sleepover.
GET READY, GET READY, GET READY — Spark, spark, flicker, flicker.....Parish Ed has something special coming soon and we need YOU! Get ready, get ready, get ready.
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY — The Women's Bible Study group will continue to meet during the
summer months (June, July & August).
*Please note that participants decided that we would return to meeting the FOURTH THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH BEGINNING IN JUNE.
So we will meet on THURSDAY, JUNE 22 at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor for the first session of our Summer scripture study “All Anew; Ready or Not” by E.L.C.A. “pastor, teacher, entrepreneur, communicator” and author Kelly
Fryer (many of you read her book "Reclaiming the L Word: Renewing the Church from its Lutheran Core" several
years ago). The title of this first session is “Say Goodbye to Nice” (pretty intriguing, isn't it!) All women are invited
& welcome to join us for this fascinating study. Session One can be found in the June issue of Gather magazine.
Copies are also available on the mobile message board.
Women's Day Retreat
October 28, 2017
Shepherd Springs Retreat Center
FEE: $38
This includes lunch dinner and supplies.
More news to come. Stay tuned!

PARISH LIFE TEAM
HAVEN’S BOOK CLUB —– We meet on Thursday, June 15 at 2 pm in the Chur ch Par lor to discuss LITTLE PARIS BOOKSHOP by Nina George. Referring to himself as a literary apothecary,
Monsieur Perdu, from his floating bookstore on a barge on the Seine, prescribes novels for the hardships of life. Plan to join us to discuss this enjoyable read. Looking ahead, next month we will be
reading VICTORIA THE QUEEN. Look forward to seeing you – Joan Schupp
HAVEN’S LENDING LIBRARY — Have you checked out the book rack in the Narthex? Grab a
book to sit and read outdoors and enjoy God’s wondrous Creation, as everything begins to bloom and
become renewed around us. There are all types of books on our mobile library to choose from. There
are mysteries, love stories, biographies – choose whatever you like, read it & return it or pass it on to a
friend. One shelf is now dedicated for children to use, too.

WORSHIP TEAM
NARRATIVE LECTIONARY READINGS THIS SUMMER
June 4~ We begin the summer with PENTECOST, r emember ing how the gift of the Holy Spir it made timid,
frightened, unexperienced disciples into enthusiastic, energetic, committed gospel witnesses. It’s meant to be our
story, too! Readings: Acts 2:1-4 Galatians 4:1-7
We will then turn our attention on the Psalms
(cont.)

June 11—Let’s live thankfully every day! - Psalm 100
June 18 ~ God helps us carry our worries - Psalm 13
June 25 ~ God cares for us despite ourselves - Psalm 23
July 2 ~ God can turn mourning into dancing, and sorrow into joy - Psalm 30
July 9 ~ Music is a gift we can use to praise God Psalm 150

Summer Worship Survey and Motion

(copied from May 14 & 21 bulletin)
The summer worship survey results were: :
62.1% (42 individuals) favored moving summer Sunday worship inside.
37.9% (25 individuals) favored keeping summer Sunday worship outside.

*Two respondents mentioned that if the service was moved inside they thought it should be in the sanctuary and not the parlor.

(cont.)
After prayerfully considering the survey, previous congregational discussions and the deep feelings people have
about summer worship and space, the Worship Team proposed moving the Sunday worship inside for 2017 — conducting worship for the first six weeks (June 4 - July 9) in a “parlor chapel” and conducting worship for the remainder
of the summer in the sanctuary. At its May meeting the congregational Council approved this proposal. The more casual, contemporary worship will continue in both settings. The Saturday 5 p.m. worship will return for the summer
months.
Now I need to ask each of us to take a breath.
Summer wor ship has been an emotional
and controversial topic at Haven since Worship on the Lawn’s inception in 1991. When “Worship on the
Lawn” (WOTL) first started, there were members who objected, saying: “Why worship outside when we have a perfectly good, air-conditioned
sanctuary?” I was still hearing some say that when I arrived in 2007. Yet others treasured being outside and/or the
more casual format of worship. Many have also expressed those feelings since I arrived in 2007. I thank the Lord that,
despite these differences, the people of God at Haven have not divided over them. As we all know, churches have battled and split over less. While many enjoyed WOTL, others who did not want to worship outside changed their worship time to 8:15 am or, later, 5 pm, while others chose to worship elsewhere during the summer and return to Haven
in September.
Let’s take another breath. Now the consensus has changed and the Wor ship Team is still tr ying to offer r efreshing summer worship options. This time, it is the WOTL folks who are being asked to adapt for the sake of our
Haven brothers and sisters who feel more comfortable worshiping inside. I know that is difficult for those of you who
enjoy being outside. I have enjoyed it, too. But here is the crucial question — will we let our differences divide our
congregation, the Body of Christ here at Haven, this holy assortment of folks God has pulled together for us to love?
Will we let a difference of opinion poison the spirit and unity of our church? I pray not. I believe it IS possible for us
to disagree and love one another. In fact, it is essential for a church to do so, if we are to be true to the God and gospel
we proclaim.
So please breath in the grace of God with me. We ar e about to tr y something differ ent and we will do our best
to make our worship this Summer meaningful, inspiring and refreshing, while giving honor to our Lord. We will try it
in the parlor for six weeks and then in the sanctuary. We could use help to find ways to give the parlor a chapel-feel.
We could use suggestion on how to adapt the casual WOTL service to our sanctuary. If you are pleased or if you have
doubts, reservations or you’re just mad about the change of location this summer, please, lend your creativity, contribute your presence and get curious about what God might do in and among us this summer. This I ask of you and for
this I pray, in the name of the Lord we love, who first and forever loves us.
Your Worship Team and Pastor Linda M Alessandri

ALL ABOARD FOR MEXICAN TRAIN!
Sunday, June 25 2 p.m.
Haven Lutheran Gathering Room
Mexican Train is a domino game that can easily be learned --- with a little help and lots of laughter.
When you play Mexican Train, you get to enjoy good conversation, friendly teasing and
there’s always the next hand when you’ve had a bad round.
Whether you’re a seasoned Mexican Train amigo or new to the game,
come June 25th 2 p.m. to Haven’s Gathering Room for some fun.
BRING a snack to share and a non-alcoholic beverage you enjoy.
Let us know you are coming so we have enough sets of dominoes.
Look for a sign-up sheet in the church narthex OR call the church office 301-733-5056

THANK YOU NOTES
Dear Haven,
With over 150 business sponsors and more than 70 bowling teams, our 50’s Rock ‘n’ Bowl for Kids’ Sake
(BFKS) raised over $46,000, thanks to the support of community partners like you! The success of this event would
not have been realized without the support of local businesses, community members, and volunteers. Tom Kline,
B.B.B.S.
Dear friends of Holly Place,
On behalf of the residents, staff, and the board of directors of Senior Living alternatives, Inc., I would like to
thank you for the $127.0 donation that you made to our facility Holly Place. Your continued thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly appreciated. We cannot put into words how much your support means to us.
The staff and Board of Holly Place aim to provide our residents with the best possible care available. As a nonprofit organization it is a constant struggle to make ends meet. With the continued support of people such as you, we
are able to maintain our objective of providing a safe “home-like” setting for our seniors.
Again, thank you for your continued support in this endeavor.
Sincerely, Melanie J. Davis Executive Director

COMMUNITY NOTES & EVENTS
CHECK OUT ALL THE CAMPS AVAILABLE
AT MAR-LU-RIDGE THIS SUMMER!
All campers will enjoy daily Bible studies, swimming, small and large group games, delicious food, challenge courses, a pool party, campfires, hikes, cookouts, crafts, worship, new friends, Scales and Tales, and the camp store.
Campers under age 10 can take a hay ride and have fun crafts while campers 11 years and older may participate in a
zip line, rock climbing, archery, canoeing, night hikes, sports, etc.
Junior & Junior High Camps—crafts and games, other activities including archery, night hikes, camping, rock
climbing and/or high ropes.
Senior High Camp—strengthen faith, explore and rejuvenate. Late night games, high ropes/rock climbing, great fellowship, Coffeehouse/talent show, deeper group discussions about issues facing them today.
Arts/Jr. Arts Camp—create their own performance, participate in a wide variety of arts: singing, dancing, playing
instruments, photography, painting, drawing and/or other visual and performing arts. Professional help will be given
in some of the activities. End of week: Parents show
Civil War Camp—Tour local battlefields and museums (overnight trip to Gettysburg) including Harper’s Ferry and
Antietam. Fort-building and history lessons make for a great week of camp!
Confirmation Camp—Enjoy a week of a biblical story come to life! Pastors from the DE/MD and Metro/DC Synods along with MLR counselors lead a week of faith development and biblical exploration. Open to all ELCA congregations and youth going through confirmation.
(cont.)

Family Camp—three days of activities geared towards families as well as some free time to explore the Ridge on
your own. Stay in individual air-conditioned rooms at the Ridge Inn. (handicap accessible)
Grand Adventure—Grandparents and kids only! It’s a chance to spend time making special memories with each
other. Stay In the comfort of the Ridge Inn, enjoy nature activities, swimming, and campfires.
Horseback Camp—Learn basic riding skills, grooming, and general horse care, or sharpen your skills if you’re an
experienced rider every morning at North Fork School of Equitation in Jefferson, MD.
Additional camps include: Hammock Camp, Makers Camp, Night Owl Camp, and Mini Camp (3 nights) Solutions & Salamanders Camp, Sports Camp, Staff– In Camp, Swimming Camp
(see website for full descriptions, schedules, and fee rates)

TODAY
Outside my window a new day I see
And only I can determine what kind of day it will be.
It can be busy and sunny, laughing and gay
Or boring and cold, unhappy and gray.
My own state of mind is the determining key
For I am only the person I let myself be.
I can be thoughtful and do all I can to help
Or be selfish and think just of myself.
I can enjoy what I do and make it seem fun
Or gripe and complain and make it hard on someone.
I can be patient with those who may not understand
Or belittle and hurt them as much as I can. (cont.)
But I have faith in myself and believe what I say
And I personally intend to make the best of each day.
- Author Unknown SPIRITUAL GROWTH POEMS AND STORIES GARDEN
at God's Little Acre by Rusti

BIRTHDAYS
Patricia Pile
Dave Kaplan
Dawn Freeman
Morgan Butsch
Joshua Webb
Nancy Newkirk
Karl Pile
Dennis Miller

06/03
06/04
06/05
06/07
06/08
06/12
06/12
06/15

Sharon McMullen
Joanne Seilhamer
Max Schupp
Joseph Webb
Sharon Sellers
Patricia Byers
Don Blickenstaff Jr.

06/17
06/19
06/22
06/26
06/28
06/29
06/30

Anniversaries

Don & Darylene Blickenstaff ~ 06/03
Michael & Veronica Bergschneider ~ 06/13
Pastor Quentin & Sandy Fleming ~ 06/18
Ken & Dawn Tice ~ 06/20
Gentry & Jane Muse ~ 06/21

Baptismal Anniversaries

Don Evason
Donna Hovermill
Jaclyn Muse
Millie Strange
Tanner Meredith
Richard Manspeaker
Simon Lightfoot
Sue Nelson
Clare Newcomer

06/01
06/01
06/01
06/01
06/01
06/09
06/21
06/24
06/26

Please contact the church office
if your birthday or anniversary
is not listed.
301-733-5056

Schedules

If you are unable to serve on the date listed,
please switch with someone and notify the church office. Thank you.
Serving

June 4

June 11

June 18

June 25

Assisting Minister

Nancy Newkirk

Terry Trovinger

Danny Kiblinger

Nancy Newkirk

Ushers

Doug & Kathy
Wright

Lynda Byers
Judy Hoffman

NEEDED
NEEDED

NEEDED
NEEDED

Altar Flowers

NEEDED

NEEDED

Sharron Moser

NEEDED

Haven Food Bank Volunteers
June 6— 1st Tues.
Ed. Distad, Sari Kilheffer, Judy Teter, Georgie Kauffman
June 9— 2nd Fri.
Kathy. Amos, Sue Nelson, Pat and Dick Manspeaker

Securing Our Church Building
Marge Cunningham & Doug Wright
Newsletter
June 28 ~ 12:00 pm ~ Ed Distad

Bulletin Assembly
Fri., June Fri., June Fri. June Fri. June Fri. June
2
9
16
23
30
11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM 11:00 AM
Joan
Kathy
Ed
Joan
Kathy
Schupp
Amos
Distad
Schupp
Amos

Happy Father’s Day
June 18, 2017

June 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Al-Anon—Fellowship of relatives/friends of
Alcoholics
CoDa—Co-Dependents Anonymous
A.F.G.—Al-Anon Family Group
B.B.B.S.—Big Brothers Big Sisters of Wash.
Co. TOTS—Program with W.C.P.S.

4 (Noisy/Hunger
Sunday)

5

6

7:00 Property

9:00 TOTS

Pentecost Sunday
Team
&Celebration of
Graduates
7:00 Barbershop

9:30 Casual, More
contemporary Worship with holy communon
10:30 Fellowship

12:30 Al-Anon

9:30 Casual, More
Contemporary
Worship with holycommunion
(Parlor chapel)

Sat

1

2

3

10:00 Knit Wits

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

12:00 Al-Anon

9:15 TOTS

7

Fri

4:30 Youth Class
6:30 CoDa

5:30 AFG

NO
Spoken Worship
Service
(Saturday Services
begin June 10)

8

9

10

NO Youth Class

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

12:00 Al-Anon

9:00 TOTS

4:00 Holly Place No Lioness
Board Meeting 6:30 CoDa

5:30 AFG

5:00 Spoken
Worship
Service

Pastor Alessandri will be on vacation with her sister from June 5th—June 9th.
In the event of a pastoral emergency during this time, please contact
Pastor Allen Reed at 301-842-3491 (o/h); 301-331-6368 (c).

6:00 Al-Anon

11

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

Thu

12

13

14

9:00 TOTS

15

Deadline
for
July/August
Combined
Newsletter

7:00 Worship
Team

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

6:00 Al-Anon

7:00 Parish Life

12:30 Al-Anon

7:00 Barbershop

9:00 TOTS

6:30 Adventure
Crew

6:30 Woodland
North HOA
Meeting

2:00 Book Club

16

17

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

12:00 Al-Anon

5:30 AFG

5:00 Spoken
Worship
Service

22

23

24

10:00 Women’s
Bible
Study

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

12:00 Al-Anon

4:30 Youth Class
6:30 CoDa

18 (Holly Place
Offering)

Father’s Day

9:30 Casual, More
Contemporary
Worship with holycommunion
(Parlor chapel)

19

20

7:00 Barbershop

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

7:00 Council

21

12:30 Al-Anon

4:30 Youth Class

10:30 Sunday
School

5:30 AFG

6:30 CoDa

6:00 Al-Anon

25

9:30 Casual, More
Contemporary
Worship with holycommunion
(Parlor chapel)
2 p.m. Mexican
Train — All Aboard
(Gathering Room)
6:00 Al-Anon

26

7:00 Barbershop

27
9:30 Fellowship
Fitness
12:30 Al-Anon

28

29

30

4:30 Youth Class

9:30 Fellowship
Fitness

6:30 CoDa

5:30 AFG

5:00 Spoken
Worship
Service

