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HUNGER TEAM
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
For those of you whom the cold has kept away for worship,
on Sunday, February 4 (Super Bowl Day) in conjunction
with the big game, the youth will be collecting a cash offering for Souper Bowl. The money collected will be used for
our Micah’s Backpack project, which continues to serve 14
students at Fountaindale School. Vote for your favorite
team or just make a noisy offering to help fight hunger.
EASTER FOOD BASKET COLLECTION
With the start of Lent on February 14th, the tree of giving will be going
up with items for the Easter Food Distribution. The team was so appreciative of all the giving of both time and items at Christmas we hope the
congregation can help us again. More details on delivery dates and
deadlines will appear in bulletins and in next month’s newsletter.
HUNGER TEAM MEETING FEBRUARY 6
The Hunger Team will meet on Tuesday, Feb 6 at 6:00 pm in the Parlor. We will discuss Easter Food Basket Collection, and St. Mark's Food
Bank donations. If you want to get involved with the team, please join
us. All are welcome in this great outreach program!!
Thank you, Scott Rhodes

HAVEN FOOD BANK VOLUNTEERS
Congratulations to Haven Food
Bank Volunteers as we are in our
5th year of service to St. Marks
Food Bank. We consist of 16 regular volunteers and several last minute "call upons". We provide 4
volunteers twice a month, but we
also have 3 members that volunteer 1 day every month therefore
our church provides 9 hours each
month to the food bank. I have
the pleasure of working with this
outstanding group of volunteers.

They fill their designated day but
are always willing to substitute
when asked. Haven Church can be
proud of the care and compassion
that these people put forth. Once
again Haven fulfills our service to
our fellow men, not just within our
church but
to the
Community.
Pat Pile
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LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 14
We will begin the Lenten Season on Ash Wednesday February 14th. Lent is
the 46 days before Easter (40 days of Lenten discipline + 6 Sundays). It is the
season in the church calendar year when we are invited to an intentional time
of spiritual growth and renewal. While we anticipate the resurrection of Easter,
we take the days in Lent to consider our lives and our relationship with God
and one another.
Thus, Lent has a sobering tone as we consider those ways and those things that wrongfully separate us from our Lord and one another. Such self-reflection is not usually comfortable. It makes us
uneasy to become aware of shortcomings and failures. BUT it is not meant to be a time of selfdepreciation or punishment. We can bear to look at our sin because we also know God offers us forgiveness, freedom and the power to live and act differently.

This year the season of Lent begins on the date we also designate “Valentine’s Day.” I chose to
think such a coincidence points us toward an important understanding about Lent and our relationship with God. We ARE God’s valentines. Remember those little heart candies that had sayings on
them like, “Be mine,” “I love you,” and “Forever”? In Jesus, we received expressions of love and
more.
In Lent we are invited into the treasure of that love of God. Safe and loved, we pick up our Lenten
courage and try to do a bit of straightening up in ourselves and lives. We admit to God and ourselves
those things we allow to imprison us or get in the way of following Jesus’ ways. We ask for God’s
help and power to make needed shifts and changes to free us to live and love more fully. As we do
this, we draw nearer and deeper into God’s love.
Traditionally, many people have chosen to give up something (food, beverage, habit) or add
something (midweek Lenten worship, new habit of Bible reading, walking, etc.) for Lent. Others
might give up a weekly latte or fast food lunch so they can give that money to a designated charity.
Last year, seminary student Greg’s family, gave up buying anything but absolute necessities during
Lent. They also filled a box each week with items from their house or storage that needed to be
tossed or donated.
I’ve heard of some very clever ideas for a Lenten discipline. There really is no limit except to keep
the main point the main point. During Lent we turn off automatic pilot to be more mindful. Whatever Lenten practices you may chose (and I DO encourage you to intentionally do so) is not the point
itself. It is a way to be more aware of the Lord being right there in your life, in the middle of the
craving you may be fighting or the devotional reading you’ve added or the kindness notes or calls
you decided to do during Lent. The love of God is right there. Let this Lent be your 40 day valentine
to the Lord who loves you deeply, wildly, crazily, unconditionally, without apologies.
Have a blessed Lent. I’ll see you in church!
Your pastor and partner in ministry,
Linda M Alessandri
P.S. On Sunday, February 25, the Gospel reading will be John 13:1-17, Jesus washes the feet of his
disciples. In place of a spoken sermon, the Congregation will be given the opportunity to have their
feet washed by Pastor and other ministers. Wear easy to remove shoes (and no hose) to participate.
More details to come.
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FOR THE LOVE OF GOD
2018 LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES
ASH WEDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday is 46 days before Easter and the first day of Lent. The day is named for the practice of placing ashes on people’s foreheads as part of the Ash Wednesday worship service.
Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in the Bible
(e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early Christians
adopted the use of ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of penitence (showing sorrow and
regret for doing wrong.)
Ashes remind us of:
God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust you are and to dust you
shall return" (Genesis 3:19).
cleansing and renewal. Ashes were used anciently in the absence of soap.
the shortness and preciousness of human life.
our need to confess, repent and return to God.
our need of a Savior, forgiveness and a fresh start.
On Ash Wednesday, we receive ashes in the form of the cross, not accidentally the same symbol
placed on our bodies with water in our baptism. Thus, while the ashen cross is a sign of our sin and
death, it also represents the anticipated new life of Easter.
Adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
www.elca.org/worshipfaq.
Copyright © 2013

SPECIAL LUTHERAN-CATHOLIC JOINT WORSHIP
Tuesday, February 20, 2018 , 7:00 PM ~ St. Ann’s Catholic Church
Pastor David Kaplan and Trinity Music Director Greg Shook, have been working with Father Jarboe
and St. Ann Music Director William Bland to plan this opportunity to worship together. We will celebrate the Lutheran Church’s 500th anniversary, over 50 years of dialogue between the Lutheran and
Roman Catholic Churches and, most importantly, the Almighty God - Father, Son, Holy Spirit - who
loves us all.
Our DE-MD Synod Bishop, Bill Gohl, and the Baltimore Archdiocesan Associate Bishop, Dennis
Madden, will both be there. Now we need YOU to be there. Please come be a part of this special occasion of worship. Let us join our voices together in honor of our gracious Lord of all.
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WEDNESDAYS OF LENT
6:00 pm Soup and Sandwich Supper and Fellowship (Parlor)
7:00 pm Holden Evening Prayer with Reflections
This year we will consider the “I am” statements in the gospel of John.
Lutheran pastors from the area will share reflections on these reveal sayings of Jesus.
February 21
Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life”
Pastor David Kaplan
February 28
Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”
Pastor Kimberly Nunberg (Zion, Williamsport)
March 7
Jesus said, “I am the Gate... I am the Good Shepherd”
Pastor Linda Alessandri (Haven)
March 14 Jesus said, “I am the Light”
Pastor Allen Reed
March 21 Jesus said, “I am the Vine”
Pastor Lee Brumback (St. Paul, Funkstown)
Come for supper or worship or both.
Give yourself, your faith community and the Lord the gift of your presence.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & LUNCH
YOU are INVITED to the
2018 Annual Meeting & Luncheon of Haven Lutheran Church
February 25th after worship
Luncheon? Isn’t it usually a dinner? It was until last year. We know some folks don’t like to drive
at night and some tend not to return to Haven for an evening meeting after being here for worship in the morning. So, last year we tried having our annual meeting and meal immediately after
worship. It was well received and very well attended. Why argue with success?
Here’s the plan. We’ll worship together at 9:30 am on Sunday February 25th. Immediately after
worship the adults will go to the Gathering Room to enjoy some appetizers on the tables while we
conduct the meeting portion of the day. The children will go to the parlor for their own snacks
and program. Around 12 noon the children will come join the adults in the Gathering Room for
lunch and some more fun.
Parish Life is graciously working out the meal details. Look for a bulletin board in the narthex to
see what you can bring to the feast. Sign-up for the luncheon on the attendance form in the bulletin so we’ll be sure to have enough chicken for everyone.
Oh, one more thing — do you have a talent you can share? A song, joke, instrumental selection,
dance, skit, lip sync parody, acrobatics, magic trick? Please let us know — WE have a place for
YOU in our February 25th festivities. Contact a Council member or Pastor Alessandri for more
information.

4

MINISTRY TO HOLLY PLACE
Holly Place is a non-profit organization that aims to provide their senior residents with the best possible care available in a “home-like” setting. The month of February we will be collecting napkins.
Collecting these items as well as contributing our $100 monthly pledge is what helps keep Holly
Place running.
BOX TOPS! Wow, Holidays are exciting and busy. Seems like there is always lots of food!
I hope you are continuing to collect those box tops! We have a goal to meet. Please don't
forget to ask friends and family. Thanks so much, the kids appreciate it.

PARISH LIFE TEAM
HAVEN’S BOOK CLUB – The book selection for February is “The Girl with Seven
Names” by Hyeonseo Lee. It is a compelling true story of a brave young North Korean
woman who escapes a brutal regime to find freedom in South Korea. We meet on
Thursday, February 15 at 2:00 pm in the Chu r ch Par lor . Plan to join us for tea
& discussion of this timely book. - Joan Schupp

COFFEE HOUR
Please sign up to host a coffee hour.
Coffee, plates, napkins, cups, teas, creamers, and some snacks are provided to help you.
You can share hosting, if you would like.
Thank you.

PARISH EDUCATION TEAM
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—Women of Haven will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday,
February 22 in the Par lor to discu ss the second session of ou r scr iptu r e
study "Multiple Meanings: Learning from other interpretations. " This session is
called "Prepare the Way of the Lord" and is based on Luke 3:3-17.
The study may be found in the January/February issue of "Gather" magazine. Copies
are also available on the mobile message board.
SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 21, 2018 9-7 p.m.
WOMEN'S RETREAT
Seaside escape is a retreat where women slow down and enjoy time with
other women and with God. It's an in-depth Bible Study, an unforgettable
worship experience, and an open invitation for women to draw together, to
be still in God's presence, and to sun themselves in his love.
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VBS 2018 is June 25-29, 2018
Join our journey to Babylon, where Daniel had courage in captivity.
You will travel back into Babylonian Bible times without leaving Hagerstown Maryland! Come and
see, touch, hear and taste what it was like to live in Babylon. We ask that you pray for our Vacation
Bible School.
1. Pray for children to develop a heart for God and His Word.
2. Pray for families to be reached through this ministry to their children.
3. Pray for the staff and volunteer workers who will teach, lead, and serve. Pray for their strength,
health, patience, and most of all that the love of Christ would be shown through them. Pray that
they would receive an overflow of blessings from their week of service.
4. Pray for the community beyond the church to be impacted by this ministry.
5. Pray that the church would be stronger because of this ministry.
6. Pray, above all, that Christ would be magnified and the gospel would be advanced through this
ministry to children.
Your VBS co-chairs, Amy Mason and Cindy Rhodes
amy.mason@myactv.net, 301-393-0794
cindula207@gmail.com

WORSHIP TEAM
February 4
The Woman at the Well — John 4:1-42, Psalm 42:1-3

February 11
The Man Born Blind— John 9:1-41, Psalm 27:1-4

February 14
The Good Shepherd — John 10:1-18, Psalm 23

February 18
Jesus Raises Lazarus — John 11:1-44, Psalm 104:27-30

February 25
Jesus Washes Feet — John 13:1-17, Psalm 51:7-12

EASTER FLOWERS
Easter flower envelopes are available in the narthex.
Deadline for Easter flower orders is Sunday, February 25th.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING UPDATE – Why is there a delay in starting the egiving program this year? Well, the current program we use has been drastically increasing their costs over the last years. So, we were searching for an alternative program to use. I am glad to report that Pastor Alessandri has found
one. It will be done directly through our new bank, Middletown Valley Bank,
with no additional charges, yeah! If you signed up to start electronic giving this
year we want you to know that the church secretary, Mary will be in touch with
you shortly to set-up your e-giving program. She will also be contacting all current e-giving enrolled members to set-up this new program with them as well.
Thank you for your patience. We hope to be able to start enrollment for the beginning of February.

THANK YOU NOTES
HOLLY PLACE
Dear Friends of Holly Place,
On behalf of the residents, staff, and the
Board of Directors of Senior Living Alternatives,
Inc., I would like to thank you! We received
your generous $222.00 donation to Holly Place,
and it means the world to us. This donation will
also help us reach our matching anonymous donation goal of $18,000.00. Because of you, we
can continue to serve at risk seniors, and provide them a loving, safe, affordable place to call
home.
We are fortunate to have you as a donor.
Thank you for investing in our organization and
in the seniors we serve. Your generous gift will
go to good use, and we will continue to provide
these much needed services to our residents.
The Staff and Board of Holly Place aim to
provide our residents with the best possible care
available. As a non-profit organization it is a
constant struggle to make ends meet. With the
continued support of people such as you, we are
able to maintain our objective of providing a
safe “home-like” setting for our seniors.
Again thank you for your continued support in this endeavor.
Sincerely,
Melanie J. Davis
Executive Director

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
Dear Haven Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Thank you for helping make Relay For Life
event a success. Together, we honored all cancer
survivors and remembered loved ones lost. Because of your support, we’re able to take action
against this terrible disease.
You are helping boost our effects to provide patient programs and services, emotional
support, and trusted information for those facing a cancer diagnosis—and their families. And
you’re helping lead the fight to end cancer for
our loved ones by supporting vital research.
We’re grateful for your support.
Your gift is helping us save lives. In fact, thanks
in part to medical advances supported by American Cancer Society donors like you, cancer
death rates are the lowest they’ve been in decades.
Together, we’ve come so far. Our gift
makes all the difference.

Haven Evangelical Lutheran Church, with your
help, we’re making breakthroughs against cancer. And now we hope to double our research
investment to discover better treatments, find
cures, and save more lives.
Thank you again for helping save lives
and lead the fight to end cancer.
We deeply appreciate all you do.
With sincere thanks,
Kris Kim ~ Executive V. P.
Northeast Region
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THANK YOU NOTES CONTINUED
DELAWARE-MARYLAND SYNOD

Abundantly

God
Celebrating Blessings
Faith
Grace
Communities
Together
Work
Thanksgiving
Gifts
Interconnected Lives
Sharing

Christ-Centered

With thanksgiving for our ministry together in the name of Jesus Christ that serves our members,
congregations, synod, wider church and the world. Your support is vital to making God’s work happen.
In Joyous gratitude,
Your Delaware-Maryland Synod
Generosity Team

Look who’s celebrating special days this month!!!
BIRTHDAY’S THIS MONTH

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Carolyn Brogunier

02/04

Terry & Carol Trovinger

02/14

Laura Manspeaker

02/05

Melita Kaplan

02/09

Aaron Richards

02/11

Robert Snyder

02/11

Drew Pensis

02/14

Meghan Byers

02/15

Jane Bowman

02/18

BAPTISMAL

Shaun Rollins

02/19

ANNIVERSARIES

Richard Hess

02/20

Mary Fortson 02/21

Margaret Manspeaker

02/20

Ned Strange 02/05

Terry Hill

02/22

Marissa Freeman

02/24

John Richards

02/25

Lending Library
Lend a book, take a book it’s that simple! It’s a good-time to curl up with a
blanket, book and a nice cup of hot tea,
cocoa, (or coffee)….
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Serving

February 4

February 11

February 18

February 25

Acolyte

Melita
Kaplan

Adam
Tice

Emily
Butsch

Anna
Bergschneider

Assisting
Minister

Barbara
Miller

Kathy
Amos

Danny
Kiblinger

Barbara
Miller

Lay Reader

Elaine
Michael

Nancy
Newkirk

Joan
Schupp

Danny
Kiblinger

Entry
Greeter(s)

Elaine Michael
Bob Snyder

Jim & Brenda
Hassinger

Ed & Prue
Yelinek

Dave & Sue
Resh

Cliff & Sue
Britton
Ed & Pru
Yelinek
Jim & Brenda
Hassinger

Ned & Millie
Strange
Dave & Sue
Resh
Bill & Linda
Clark

Ushers

Kathy Wright
Susan Strobl
Kathy Pensis
Marge
Bob Snyder
Cunningham
Elaine Michael
Amy Mason
Judy Hoffman Melissa Butsch,
Tanner Creek Emily Butsch,
Kim Pile
Elaine Michael

Greeters Exit
West

Larry
Hartsock

Amy
Mason

Kim
Pile

Scott
Rhodes

Exit Center

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Exit East

Bob
Lochbaum

Pam
O’Connor

Dave
Resh

Bob
Snyder

Nursery

Mike
Manspeaker
Anna
Bergschneider

Patty Byers,
Abby Byers
Meghan Byers

Kathy Wright
Kathryn Suchy

Joan Schupp
Max Schupp

Altar Flowers

Kathy
Amos

Mike
Manspeaker

NO ALTAR
FLOWERS

NO ALTAR
FLOWERS

Coffee Host(s)

Kathy Amos

NEEDED

NEEDED

NEEDED

NEWSLETTER

BULLETINS

FOOD BANK

FEBRUARY 23 - 12PM

FEBRUARY 2

Kathy Amos

Sue Nelson

FEBRUARY 6
Team 1
Ed Distad, Jan Merique,
Judy Teter, Georgie
Kauffman

FEBRUARY 9
Joan Schupp
FEBRUARY 16
Kristin Andrews
FEBRUARY 23
Kathy Amos
Bulletins are ready for assembly at 11:00 am.
Newsletter is ready for assembly at 12:00 pm.

SECURING
THE
BUILDING
Bob Snyder
Larry Hartsock

FEBRUARY 9
Team 2
Kathy Amos,
Sue Nelson,
Pat & Dick
Manspeaker
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
CATHOLIC-LUTHERAN
EVENING PRAYER SERVICE
As a continuation of the Reformation anniversary celebration from last year, join Catholic
and Lutheran congregations and clergy in this
area for a joint service of Scripture, prayer and
song on Tuesday, February 20, 7 PM, at St. Ann
Catholic Church, 1525 Oak Hill Ave, Hagerstown, MD 21742. Delaware-Maryland Synod
Bishop William Gohl and Baltimore Archdiocese Associate Bishop Denis Madden will offer
reflections. The service will reflect Lenten
themes of repentance, reconciliation and renewal and will be somewhat similar (but not
identical) to a combined Lutheran – Roman
Catholic worship service at last year’s Synod
Assembly in Ocean City. St. Ann has a large
parking area on either side of the building and
is accessible. Please come!
2018 LUTHERAN
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
WEEKENDS ANNOUNCED
Your marriage relationship is
one of the things in life that
provides the greatest potential
for happiness. Is yours living up to this potential? Please make 2018 the year you resolve to
attend a Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend to learn how to maximize the joy and intimacy that God intends for your marriage.
* March 16-18, 2018 at Her itage Hotel
Lancaster in Lancaster, PA. A newly-renovated
hotel, home of the unique treehouse-inspired
restaurant, "Loxley's."
Two nights lodging, 5 meals for each of you,
and all supplies are included with your $100
per couple registration fee, plus toward the end
of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of whatever amount you wish toward the continuation
of the program. To be sure to get the Weekend
of your choice, sign up at your earliest convenience by going to the website:
www.GodLovesMarriage.org and paying the
registration fee with your credit card, or marking the option to mail a check. For questions, or
if you would like a brochure with registration
form mailed to you, contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred
& Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net.

INTERFAITH COALITION OF
WASHINGTON COUNTY ANNUAL
WINTER RETREAT
February 3, 2018
Shepherd’s Spring Outdoor Ministry Center
16869 Taylor’s Landing Road
Sharpsburg, MD 21782
8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Theme: “Interfaith Sacred Listening Circles”
How do we build community across religious
and cultural traditions? Reading about other
religions and attending workshops on diversity
can be helpful. But the best way is getting to
know people personally by listening to their
stories, especially their deeper experiences of
faith, and by our own sharing. Having soul conversations is a rare and precious thing. Parker
Palmer suggests that the soul is shy like a wild
animal. It needs to feel safe and only exists in a
relationship of trust.
A sacred listening circle is a small-group experience where participants are invited to listen
to one another’s deeper stories in an atmosphere of trust and confidentiality. And one of
the important ingredients in this process is
shared silence. When participants are from different religious or cultural traditions, the bonds
of friendship that are developed help build a
greater sense of community.
Retreat participants will be introduced to sacred listening circles and invited to participate
in this process together. Be prepared to slow
down and relax with others as they and you together share our varied faith journeys in this
beautiful setting.
Retreat Leader: Ed Poling is an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren. Trained as
a spiritual director by the Shalem Institute for
Spiritual Formation in Washington DC, he
works with individuals and has been facilitating sacred listening circles for over two decades. He is also the current coordinator of the
Interfaith Coalition of Washington County,
which has been encouraging interfaith dialogue
in our community since 2002.
Cost: $42.00
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Worship Schedule
Worship with Communion

9:30 AM

Have Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1035 Haven Road
Hagerstown , MD 21742

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

HAVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1035 HAVEN ROAD
HAGERSTOWN MD 21742

FAX
301-733-8725

Sunday School

PHONE
301-733-5056

Fellowship Time
10:30 AM
11:00 AM

OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY—FRIDAY
9:00 AM—1:00 PM
PASTOR
LINDA ALESSANDRI
Pastorlma@havenlc.org

SECRETARY
MARY GRABILL

Haven Messenger-February 2018

havenoffice@havenlc.org

