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Hey! Have you heard? We’re having VBS this summer!!!
This year, we’ll be taking a trip back to the ancient city of Babylon in the
Holy Land. We’ll visit with Daniel, learn of his courage in captivity, and
what it was like in ancient times.
So, now, you’re asking….. When is VBS this year?, and (HOPEFULLY!),
I wonder what I can do to help?
Here are the answers. VBS this summer is June 25th — June 29th, in the
evenings. Now, as for the helping--- well… there are a LOT of ways to
help. We’ll need Tribe Leaders, Marketplace Shop helpers, and much
more… AS WELL AS kitchen helpers for dinner, and registration helpers. And, be on the look out—we’ll be having a Casting Call for some key
roles! Babylon is full of faith, seeking lots of friends for Daniel and the
Lord he served!
Please keep the dates in mind and consider how YOU can be of help in
this AWESOME youth outreach!!!
There will be a VBS planning meeting on Monday, March 5, at 6:00 pm
at the church. This is open to all who are interested in helping out, or
are curious about our theme this year.
If you have any questions, talk to Amy Mason (amy.mason@myactv.net
or 240-784-0967) or Cindy Rhodes (cindula207@gmail.com or 301-733
-8446).

HUNGER TEAM
Easter Food Baskets
Greetings Haven Members!!! Spring is just around the corner!!!
This year, we will again be preparing Easter Food Baskets for 15 families. As in the past, tags will be placed on the giving tree located in the
narthex. The collection period will occur beginning Sunday, February
18th and end on Sunday, March 25th. The baskets will be prepared for
pick up and delivery on Wednesday, March 28th. (continue on pg. 2) 1

(Hunger Team continues)

Let’s work hard to help the families with their Easter feast. Please contact Scott Rhodes or Linda
Clark if you would like to be a shopper, packer, or delivery person. Thank you and God bless!
SOUPER BOWL WAS A HUGE SUCCESS — Thanks to all in the congregation
who generously supported the Souper Bowl contest against hunger. While the Eagles won the athletic contest, hungry students at Fountaindale were the big winners
because of Haven’s generosity. $321.40 was donated for Micah’s backpack program.

MINISTRY TO HOLLY PLACE
Holly Place is a non-profit organization that aims to provide their senior residents with the best possible care available in a “home-like” setting. The month of March we will be collecting toilet paper,
disinfecting wipes. Collecting these item s as w ell as contr ibu ting ou r $100 m onthly
pledge is what helps keep Holly Place running.

BOX TOPS! Wow, Holidays are exciting and busy. Seems like there is always lots of
food! I hope you are continuing to collect those box tops! We have a goal to meet.
Please don't forget to ask friends and family. Thanks so much, the kids appreciate it.

PARISH EDUCATION TEAM
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY—Women of Haven are invited to join us for a look
at & discussion of various interpretations of scripture passages as we study Session 3 of " Multiple Meanings: Learning from other interpretations " ( "The Good
Samaritan").
We will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 22 in the Parlor.
The study may be found in the March issue of "Gather" magazine. Copies will also be available on
the mobile message board.
It is not necessary to have attended prior sessions. This session can be discussed independently. So,
if you have been thinking about coming to this study & discussion just for women, please join us.

PARISH LIFE TEAM
HAVEN’S BOOK CLUB – On Thursday, March 15, 2 pm in the Parlor we will
be discussing IN THE MIDST OF WINTER by Isabel Allende. This novel is about
3 very different people who are brought together in a mesmerizing story that journeys from present-day Brooklyn to Guatemala in recent past to 1970’s Chile &
Brazil. Come & join us for tea & talk. - Joan Schupp
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SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 21, 2018 9-7 p.m.
WOMEN'S RETREAT
Seaside escape is a retreat where women slow down and enjoy time with other women and with God.
It's an in-depth Bible Study, an unforgettable worship experience, and an open invitation for women
to draw together, to be still in God's presence, and to sun themselves in his love.

Haven Lutheran Church
WOMEN'S RETREAT

Join us for REFLECTION, REFRESHMENT, and FUN
as we join up with Sarah and Hagar to wade into God's Word.
DATE

Saturday, April 21, 2018

TIME

9 A.M.—7 P.M.

PLACE: Shepherd's Spring Retreat Center
COST:

$40.00

Sharpsburg, MD

SIGN-UP TODAY!
ALL WOMEN & FRIENDS WELCOME!
WE HOPE YOU WILL COME!
Sign-up DEADLINE April 6, 2018

Please do not let cost keep you from attending.
Scholarship funds available. Contact Pastor.
3

PROPERTY TEAM
SPRING CLEAN UP DATES
Just in time for Easter!
Since we found last fall that two dates worked better than one, we will do the same for
this spring. So, the Spring Clean-Up days are Saturday, March 24 & March 31, from 9 to
noon.
We need your help both inside and out. Outside, weather permitting, we need prepare
the flower beds by weeding, spreading mulch and other various outdoor items.
Inside we could use your help cleaning the Sanctuary/Parlor/Vestibule. To save money
we have not been paying our custodian to do detail cleaning in this area. That’s why we
have these cleaning parties twice a year. Things that need to be done are vacuuming, dusting, waxing, knocking down cobwebs and washing all of the windows and glass doors. So, pick a weekend,
sign up on the sign up sheet in the Vestibule or call one of your friendly team members for more details. WE NEED YOUR HELP, SO MARK YOUR CALENDARS TODAY! THANK YOU!

WORSHIP TEAM
March 4
Peter’s Denial — John 18:12-27, Psalm 17:1-7

March 11
Jesus and Pilate — John 18:28-40, Psalm 145:10-13

March 18
Jesus Condemned — John 19:1-16a, Psalm 146

March 25
The Crucified — John 19:16b-22, Psalm 24

Holy Week Schedule
FOLLOWING JESUS THROUGH HOLY WEEK
Before we arrive at Easter’s joy, we walk humbly and gratefully with Jesus through the betrayals,
trials and suffering of the final days before his death. Come walk these final miles with our Lord.
You will find Easter even more meaningful.
SUNDAY, MARCH 25 — PALM & PASSION SUNDAY
9:30 am—Worship
10:40 am—Fellowship and Refreshments, 11:00 am—Sunday School
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28— PRAYER VIGIL
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Set aside an hour with the Lord
A prayer vigil is an intentional and watchful time set apart for the purpose of prayer. We at Haven
are setting apart 12 hours during Holy Week for individuals or groups to sit with our Lord. (cont.)
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During that time you are invited to pray for those concerns and persons for which members of our
congregation had requested prayer. Those prayer requests will be available on cards in the church.
You can take a few, lift them up in prayer in whatever way you wish and then return them to a second basket. You can continue taking prayer request cards, praying and returning for new requests as
often as you wish during your time.
You may also choose during your vigil time to simply sit in the quiet to listen to the Lord or read and
meditate on Bible passages or hymns. You may pray sitting, kneeling or walking around the sanctuary. Whatever you find meaningful is good.
During the Vigil we while have printed instructions for praying with the Prayer Request cards. We
will provide a prayer to use at the beginning and end of your vigil time. We will also provide Bible
verses and hymns for use as devotions or for meditation. You may bring your own material for your
time with the Lord.
Our GOAL is to have SOMEONE in Haven's sanctuary during EACH HOUR of the vigil. We will post
a schedule for the vigil hours and ask you to sign-up to be in the church a half- hour or one hour.
You may sign-up alone or with a friend, family or group.
If you've never participated in a vigil, you will find the time goes much more quickly than you imagined. You will find it incredibly meaningful to know you are supporting others with prayer for the
concern of their hearts. Let us set aside time to rest in the Lord this Wednesday of Lent and fill
Haven's sanctuary with our prayers to the Lord who promises to hear and care.
THURSDAY, MARCH 29 — MAUNDY THURSDAY
12:00 noon—Worship with Holy Communion
5:30 - 7:30 pm—"Agape" Meal and Worship
The Agape ("Love") Feast dates to apostolic times when Christians gathered together to "feast" on
God's Word, the togetherness of community, a simple communal meal, and the Holy Eucharist.
Following in this ancient tradition, our evening Maundy Thursday worship will be an Agape Meal
and Service (in the parlor) that will conclude with the stripping of the altar (church sanctuary) in
preparation of Good Friday.
We'll begin by gathering at tables in the parlor, praying and listening to God's Word together before
we share a simple meal of soup, bread, cheese and fruit. After eating, we continue our worship by
sharing the Lord's Supper with bread and wine at each table. We'll conclude with a procession across
the narthex to the darkened church sanctuary to watch the altar and sanctuary being stripped in
preparation for Good Friday as Psalm 22 is chanted.
Our Worship Team hopes this Maundy Thursday "Agape" Meal and Worship will be a meaningful
way to mark this day of Holy Week.
So we can have enough tables and food prepared, we ask that you sign up to attend on the attendance form in the Sunday bulletin or by calling the church office no later than March 25. If you have
any questions, please contact Pastor Alessandri.

FRIDAY, MARCH 30 — GOOD FRIDAY
12 noon — Service of the Word Commemorating the
Passion of our Lord
7:00 pm
The Tenebrae Service is a traditional Good Friday service of Light and Word commemorating the
Passion and Death of our Lord. As we move through the events leading to the crucifixion, we extinguish candles, letting the darkness of the betrayal, abuse, abandonment Jesus experienced surround
us. Be ready to be moved. Be ready to leave marveling at the depth of the Lord's love for us. Be ready
to walk into Easter with deep appreciation.
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APRIL 1 — EASTER SUNDAY
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am Fellowship Time
11:00 Easter Egg Hunt
(Babies to Grade 5)
Sunday, APRIL 15th — MUSIC SUNDAY
Haven Lutheran Church
April 30 9:30 am
Come worship our Lord AND enjoy God’s gift of music from our Senior Choir, Chimes
Choir, and other Haven musicians. We’ll sing “favorite hymns” and lift grateful hearts and
voices to glorify our Risen Lord. This is an ideal Sunday to invite friends, neighbors and
co-workers to come with you to worship. Spread the word. Come ready to hear and sing
God’s praises.

FINANCE TEAM
ELECTRONIC GIVING UPDATE – The NEW electronic giving program is up
and running. All members that give electronically, please verify with your bank
that your giving is accurate.
If you have any questions, please contact the church secretary, Mary.

THANK YOU NOTES
Dear Friends of Holly Place,

Dear Haven,

On behalf of the residents, staff, and the Board
of Directors of Senior Living Alternatives, Inc.,
I would like to thank you! We received your
generous $370.00 donation to Holly Place,
and it means the world to us. Because of you,
we can continue to serve at risk seniors, and
provide them a loving, safe, affordable place
to call home.

I would just like to take this time to thank
Haven, Pastor Alessandri and Pastor Kaplan,
and all the members as you continue to keep
me in prayer and for all the cards and nudges
of encouragement you have given me. One
chronic illness can hit you sideways and when
you have several, there are many days you can
feel like Job.

Again thank you for your continued support
in this endeavor.
Sincerely,
Melanie J. Davis
Executive Director
Holly Place

I know I am not the only one like this and
Haven tries hard to make sure that
God is taking care of us through them.

So thank you very much.
Carol Shull

If you have not already done so, please pick up your
Offering Giving Statements for 2017.
Statements are in alphabetical order on the table in the narthex
Thank you!
6

Look who’s celebrating special days this month!!!
Dolores Carson

03/06

Ryan Harden

03/19

Wayne Snyder

03/08

Hazel Gaumer

03/22

Jennifer Yaraghi

03/09

Brenda Hassinger

03/22

Candace Reynolds 03/10

Ken Tice

03/24

Cliff Britton

03/14

Alan Butsch

03/27

Kristen Schupp

03/14

Charles Huguenin 03/27

Janice Merique

03/15

John Britton Jr.

03/30

Cindy Rhodes

03/17

William Clark

03/31

Inez Winebrenner 03/17

Dave Kaplan

03/01

Carol Shull

03/29

Sharron Moser

03/21

Dolores Carson

03/30

Abigail Andrews

03/23

Lauren Harden

03/31

Dustin Black

03/24

Ryan Harden

03/31

Brenda Manspeaker

03/26

COMMUNITY EVENTS
*Big Brothers Big Sisters
BOWL FOR KID’S SAKE
April 22, 2018
Turners Lanes on Dual Highway
Haven’s Team Time: 2 p.m.
$30 minimum pledge for each bowler, which includes a fountain drink or coffee and a Hollywood Bowl
for Kids’ Sake t-shirt (guaranteed for those registered before 4/1/18)
Haven will be bowling on Duckpin lanes at 2 p.m. (Please be at the alley no later than 1:30 so we can
register, have our team picture taken and get shoes in advance.)
Bowling and shoes are FREE! (Please give your completed sponsor sheet to Pastor no later than the
morning of April 22 so we can be ready to register quickly at the event)
Dozens of door prizes
How are the proceeds used? 100% of the proceeds stay right here in our community and allow Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Washington County, MD, Inc. to continue providing services for children.
PICK-UP your REGISTRATION FORM in the church narthex.

Let’s Party, Haven, and make a difference for Big Brothers Big Sisters.
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Serving

March 4

March 11

March 18

March 25

Acolyte

Abby
Byers

Adam
Tice

Emily
Butsch

Anna
Bergschneider

Assisting
Minister

Seminarian
Kelly

Danny
Kiblinger

Seminarian
Kelly

Kathy
Amos

Lay Reader

Nancy
Newkirk

Seminarian
Kelly

Joan
Schupp

Dustin
Black

Entry
Greeter(s)

Elaine Michael
Bob Snyder

Jim & Brenda
Hassinger

Ed & Prue
Yelinek

Dave & Sue
Resh

Cliff & Sue
Britton
Ed & Pru
Yelinek
Amy Mason
Kim Pile

Ned & Millie
Strange
Dave & Sue
Resh
Bill & Linda
Clark

Ushers

Kathy Wright Judy Hoffman
Kathy Pensis
Tanner Creek
Melissa Butsch,
Bob Snyder
Elaine Michael Emily Butsch,
Jim & Brenda
Susan Strobl
Hassinger
Marge
Cunningham

Greeters Exit
West

Doug
Wright

Kim
Pile

Amy
Mason

Doug
Wright

Exit Center

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Exit East

Larry
Hartsock

Dustin
Black

Scott
Rhodes

Dick
Hess

Nursery

Melissa
Butsch,
Morgan, Emily

Amy Mason,
Valerie Wills

Susan Strobl,
Sari Kilheffer

Dawn Tice,
Adam tice

Coffee Host(s)

Dustin Black
Greg Wilson

Parish Life

Haven Teen

NEEDED

NEWSLETTER

BULLETINS

MARCH 29 - 12PM

MARCH 4

Sue Nelson

Sue Nelson
MARCH 11
Joan Schupp
MARCH 18
Kristin Andrews
MARCH 25
Kathy Amos

Bulletins are ready for assembly at 11:00 am.
Newsletter is ready for assembly at 12:00 pm.

FOOD BANK
MARCH 6
Team 4
Sue Strobl, Millie
Strange, Valerie Wills,
Sandy Powell
MARCH 9
Team 3
Joan Schupp,
Kathy
Wrihgt,
Linda Clark,
Sari Kilheffer

SECURING
THE
BUILDING
Pam O’Connor
COUNCIL
MEMBER
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Pastor –Robinwood

Worship Schedule
Worship with Communion

9:30 AM

Have Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1035 Haven Road
Hagerstown , MD 21742

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

HAVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1035 HAVEN ROAD
HAGERSTOWN MD 21742

FAX
301-733-8725

Sunday School

PHONE
301-733-5056

Fellowship Time
10:30 AM
11:00 AM

OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY—FRIDAY
9:00 AM—1:00 PM
PASTOR
LINDA ALESSANDRI
Pastorlma@havenlc.org

SECRETARY
MARY GRABILL

Haven Messenger—March 2018

havenoffice@havenlc.org

