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PASTOR’S MESSAGE
I’ve been Canoeing in the Mountains with fifteen Haven members for over five weeks. Truth be told, we
haven’t been paddling in rivers or lakes. We’ve been
reading Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership
in Unchartered Territory by Rev. Ted Bolisinger. The
book and discussions have been insightful and interesting, and, I would add, hopeful. Oh, we haven’t gotten “the answer”
to how to be a booming church. What we’ve gained is some perspective that raises curiosity rather than fear and wonder rather than despair. I’d say that is the stuff of hope.
In a recent sermon, I told some of the story of Lewis and Clark. They
were given a mission to explore the newly acquired Louisiana Territory with an eye to find the water passage from the Mississippi River to
the Pacific Ocean. For over 300 years the “experts” were certain such
a water passage existed. It was assumed that the western part of the
U.S would be a mirror image of the eastern portion. What a shock for
Lewis and Clark to come face to face with the Rocky Mountains, peak
after peak, range after range of rugged mountains with no Pacific
Ocean in sight. They were prepared for travel along river trails but
now their canoes were not going to be helpful, in fact, dragging them
up mountains would impede their progress.

Lay this scene over the church’s experience today. The church has
faithfully pursued its mission — to spread the gospel of God’s love and
 THE WONDER
grace in Jesus Christ to the world. We’ve organized churches & Sunday School and supported countless programs and efforts to care for
CORNER (p. 5)
our neighbor, share the gospel and invited others to join in God’s
work through and in the church. There have been times when sanctuaries and classrooms were full but for decades we have found ourselves growing smaller despite a variety of outreach attempts and
much soul searching. It’s a trend across denominational lines and other fraternal community organizations. The world in front of us is radiContributions may be
cally different from everything behind us.” (p. 17) We worry. We get
brought by the office during frustrated because we can’t name what is or see what to do. We’re
our normal business hours paddling as fast as we can but it seems we’ve gone on dry land.
9 am-1 pm
Lewis and Clark met the Rocky Mountains and we’ve come to a world
or
we don’t quite understand any more. What seemed to work before
mailed to the Church at
doesn’t and we can’t see how to go forward. Where’s the hope it that?
1035 Haven Road
We’ve never been here before. We are not failures or losers or (cont.)
Hag., MD 21742.
1

dinosaurs. We’re in a world we never imagined, so how could we know the way in this uncharted territory? Instead of defeat or deadends, Bolinger invites us to reframe this moment of history as a Divine moment for the church, a Holy Spirit opportunity for adventure, hope and discovery with God.
There IS a way forward. There IS a way to be faithful to our mission — “to be a community of people
who exist to extend God’s loving and just reign and rule in all the world.” (p. 95)
However, there is an important step to take before we try to venture “off the map” to learn, try, fail,
learn some more and find new ways of being church and its disciples. “The first step is getting clear
on what will never change.” (p. 55) That is, what is at the very core of Haven Lutheran Church? What
is it, that if lost, would mean we were no longer God’s church at Haven? Our study groups had some
idea of what that might be: Jesus; welcoming; Jesus’ message of love; commitment to a living, growing relationship with God; Word & Sacrament; community outreach. Now, I’d like to hear your ideas.
To what must Haven hold fast to in order to be God’s church? What is at the core of who and why we
are that can’t be compromised if we are to be faithful to God and the gospel?
Will you share what you think? Drop me a note — via e-mail (l.alessandri@juno.com) or put it in the
container on my office door or hand it to me or make an appointment to talk about it. I would like to
share the responses with the congregation in November. (Use of name only by permission.) Get into
this conversation. Send me your ideas.
Lewis and Clark may have turned back at the foot of the mountains if they had not been clear at
what was their core, their mission — to explore the new territory and find a way to the Pacific. As we
stand at the foot of a world we’re not sure even how to know, we will only gain the determination to
go forward if we too are clear on our purpose and our mission — what it is that makes us God’s
church at Haven?
There is hope for the church. There IS a way. God is already there calling us forward. AND, thanks
be, God is VERY patient and determined.
Your pastor and partner in ministry,
Linda M Alessandri
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HOLLY PLACE
Holly Place is a non-profit organization that aims to provide their senior residents with the best possible care available in a “home-like” setting. During the
month of October we will be collecting trash bags (13 gal & 33 gal) and t-shirt
bags or small waste basket bags. Collecting these item s as w ell as
contributing our $100 monthly pledge is what helps keep Holly Place running.

EVANGELISM TEAM
BOX TOPS. BOX TOPS. BOX TOPS — Ok Haven folks we are off to a slow start
with Box Tops. The kids are back in school hard at work, lets work just as hard to make
those 10 cent treasures add up to big dollars! Thanks! Karla

HUNGER TEAM
MICAH’S BACKPACKS 2018
The first of this year’s backpacks were delivered on Friday, September 23rd to 14 students at Fountaindale School, a neighbor. Again this year, the program is supplemented by HARC ( Hagerstown
Area Religious Council) in the form of a grant for food from the Maryland Food Bank. This group
writes grants to support the program countywide. Last year the grant provided Haven with $60 dollars per student in food. The group provides food transportation to Hagerstown and organizes a
group of volunteers who run the distribution. They also have an agreement for its members to buy
the items from a limited list at a reduced price from the Food Bank. Buying the food from the Maryland Food Bank is something that the congregation cannot do by itself as we would not buy enough
in a year to be a member. From time to time, HARC will sponsor fundraisers for the program. The
most noticeable one is a hike, run sponsored in the early summer.
From our little corner of the world, members both adults, teens and younger folks help pack the bags
each week and other adults deliver them to the school. The school is most helpful to those who deliver as they often help carry the food into the school and are the folks who see that the bags are distributed.
What can you do? We can always use a small group of volunteers to pack the week’s food. The task
needs at most two folks and takes about 15 minutes. Food is placed on the counters in the large
kitchen, where completed bags are left to await delivery. We try to have the bags ready by Wednesday evening. Delivery is usually completed by the last day that school is held in a given week. The
time commitment is about 15 minutes from the time the volunteer arrives at the church. Our goal is
to have the food there by 11:30 on the last day of school for the week. If you want to help, call Linda
Clark or Kathy Wright. We also have some angels who buy some of the items needed and simply
place them in the kitchen for the program. If you are interested in what foods we use, ask Linda for a
list of items. The food must be items that are individually packed when purchased.
Contributions of funds can be placed in the offering plate labeled as Micah’s Backpacks. From time
to time, like the church yard sale this year, we have fundraisers or ask for donations -like Souper
Bowl Sunday. For the most part, the program just seems to have enough for each year’s distributions. Thank you, Linda Clark
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PARISH EDUCATION TEAM
HAVEN’S ANNUAL TRUNK OR
TREAT
October 28, 2018
6:00 PM—7:00 PM
Updates to Church Directory
Dave & Susan Resh
649 Traealgar Drive

Hagerstown, MD 21742
Everyone is invited to bring their vehicle (decorated or not), wear a costume if you like, and hand out
treats to neighborhood Trick-or Treaters. Vehicles are asked to arrive at 5:30. We’ll have a firepit for
roasting marshmallows and allergy-free treats. Bring your smile and have fun loving our neighborhood children and families.

PARISH LIFE TEAM
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY — Women of Haven will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 25 in the Parlor for Session 2 of our study on "repentance." This session
is entitled "Turn, turn, turn: A time for faithful repentance" and deals with the times
and circumstances when repentance is needed.
The study can be found in the October issue of "Gather" magazine. Copies are available on the mobile message board. Please join us for this informative study.
HAVEN’S BOOK CLUB – We will meet on Thursday, Oct 18 at 2 pm in the Parlor to discuss KILLERS OF THE FLOWER MOON by David Grann. Detailing the
Osage murders & the birth of the FBI, this masterful work of literary journalism is
crafted with the urgency of a mystery. Plan now to join us for tea & conversation. Joan Schupp

LADIES OF HAVEN – Mark your calendars for October 9th, at 6:00 pm for
the first Ladies Night Out of the fall season. We will be meeting at the Mexican
restaurant, Los Amigos, across from the police Station. Watch the bulletin
board for a sign-up sheet. All ladies of Haven are invited and friends are always welcome.
Lending Library
Lend a book,
take a book it’s that simple!
It is always a good-time to
curl up with a book.
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I wonder. . .
God still speaks to us.
Noah did all that God commanded him. Genesis 7:5
God speaks and loves it when we listen.

W
o
n
d
e
r Corner

Draw pictures of animals Noah collected in and around the ark.
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WORSHIP TEAM
“Speak, Lord, I’m Listening”
Sunday Scripture Readings
October 7
What Does it Mean to Receive the Kingdom of God As a Child Does?
Mark 10: 13-15 Psalm 8
October 14
How Much Is Enough?
Mark 10: 17-31 Psalm 91: 9-16
October 21
Who Is #1?
Mark 10: 35-45 Psalm 126
October 28
When Do We Stay Silent
Mark 10: 46-52 Psalm 46

Wednesday Bible Study Resumes October 30, 10 – 11 am
We will begin this year studying the Bible readings to be used the following Sunday. It’s a safe time
and place to dig in a little deeper, ask questions, wonder and enjoy the different perspectives and insights of others.
What will the class study in the future? That will be determined with those who attend.
Come bask in God’s Word and prepare for Sunday’s time of worship.
God IS still speaking to us!
P.S. If you would interested in a Bible study on Thursday evenings, 6:30 – 7:30 pm, please indicate
that on upcoming attendance sheets in your bulletin. If five or more are interested, Pastor is more
than game to lead.
Thursday, October 4 at 7:30 pm

Trinity Lutheran Church
15 Randolph Ave,, Hagerstown
This will be in the form of a Traditional Evening Prayer service, which makes use of chant, scripture,
prayers, silence, and hymns to bring the presence of Christ into our midst as day gives way to evening. The only difference is that this setting of the vesper service uses the warm sound of American
Jazz music. A highlight of the service is a brief teaching moment which expands on the theme of the
day, blending the sacred and the secular. Invite some friends to join you for this blended service to
wind down your day. A wine and cheese reception will follow the service.

THANK YOU NOTES
Dear Friends of Holly Place,
On behalf of the residents, staff, and Board of Directors of Senior Living Alternatives, Inc., I would like to thank you for the
donation of $215.79. Because of you, we can continue to serve
at risk seniors, and provide them a loving, safe, affordable
place to call home.
We are so fortunate to have you as a donor. Thank you for investing in our organization and in the seniors we serve. Your
generous gift will go to good use, and we will continue to provide these much-needed services to our residents.

The Staff and Board of Holly Place aim to provide our residents with the best possible care available.
As a non-profit organization it is a constant struggle to make ends meet. With the continued support
of people such as you, we are able to maintain our objective of providing a safe “home-like” setting
for our seniors.
Again, thank you for your continued support in this endeavor.
Sincerely,
Melanie J. Davis - Ex. Director

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Sunday, November 4, 5 - 8:30 pm
The Elks Lodge #378
11063 Robinwood Drive, Hagerstown

Come to the Potter's Bowl this year and support the work of the Community Free Clinic. Have a
great time with friends. Enjoy 13 different homemade soups and other yummy foods and go home
with a beautiful bowl donated by a local potter. There will be Lucky Draw items, a silent auction of
incredible trips and a live auction. If you want to make sure that you can sit together with your
friends then get 12 of them to join you and reserve a table. Of course you can purchase an individual ticket and make new friends that evening. Call the Clinic at (301) 733-9234 to buy tickets or go to
their website and buy tickets on line through Pay Pal.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
DRAPED WITH CONFIDENCE
223 N. Prospect Street, Suite 106, Hagerstown
New Referral location: Valor Ministries, 324 E. Antietam Street, Suite 104
Draped with Confidence is open to all low-income residents of Washington County, providing free
professional business attire and life coaching to those who are looking to transition from training
programs, unemployment and/or under-employment to self-sufficiency. Those seeking this service
should be referred to Valor Ministries at 240-329-9387 or info@thevalorcenter.org. To donate
clothing, please contact the new leader of this program, Treasia Gibson at 301-302-9926 or info@drapedwithconfidence.org.

HARVEST HOEDOWN
Saturday, October 6, 2018
10am- 4pm
Byron Memorial Park
There will be lots of fun fall family friendly activities, food, bake sale,
barrel rides, silent auction, pumpkin painting, games, scarecrow making, music and more. Canned food and cash donations are welcome.
All proceeds benefit the Williamsport Food Bank.

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS—29TH ANNUAL STEP 'N STRIDE
Saturday October 20, 2018
Lace 'em up Haven Lutheran! Join me and other Haven friends and family
as we walk and support Breast Cancer Awareness-Cumberland Valley in
the 29th annual Step 'n Stride. Saturday October 20, 2018 Registration is
open now on the website, or you can register to walk the morning
of. Registration is 8:30, the walk starts at 10:00 is over at 12:00. The
walk is free but if you want a Step 'n Stride t-shirt the registration fee is
$100. There are raffle tickets and basket raffle and may other ways to support this organization. Plus all of the money raised, stays local, supporting
seven counties! www.bca-cv.org for more information or contact me, Amy
Mason 301-393-0794. A sign up sheet if you are interested will be on the
mobile message board. Give me a call, lets get walking this fall!
Amy Mason
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Look who’s celebrating special days this month!!!
Kenneth Shankle

10/01

Kim Pile

10/15

Brenda Manspeaker

10/02

Darylene Blickenstaff

10/16

Don Andrews

10/04

Carole Young

10/16

Dawn Tice

10/05

Mike Freeman

10/22

Aura Harbaugh

10/09

Pam O’Connor

10/23

Kendra Sellers

10/09

Mark Lochbaum

10/25

Kathy Wright

10/10

Elizabeth Johns

10/28

Ann Lochbaum

10/11

Diane Barnhart

10/31

Michael & Dawn Freeman

10/14

Tim & Lauren Huguenin

10/23

Scott & Cindy Rhodes

10/17

Bruce & Judy Larson

10/30

Craig & Joyce Meredith

10/21

Karla Pile

10/07

Ethan Rhodes

10/13

Nancy Newkirk

10/14

Anna Bergschneider

10/20

Daniel Kiblinger

10/23

Adam Tice

10/26

NEWSLETTER
OCT. 26 —12 NOON
Sue Nelson

BULLETINS

BULLETINS

OCT. 5
June Hess

OCT. 19
Kristin Andrews

OCT. 12
Joan Schupp

OCT. 26
Sue Nelson

Bulletins are ready for assem bly at 11:00 am.
Newsletter is ready for assem bly at 12:00 pm.
Please contact the church office and let us know if you have a new address, phone number,
email or you are missing from our birthday and anniversary lists.
Thank you for helping us keep accurate records.
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Serving

Oct. 7

Oct. 14

Oct. 21

Oct. 28

Acolyte

Adam
Tice

Emily
Butsch

Aura
Harbaugh

Anna
Bergschneider

Assisting
Minister

Barbara
Miller

Danny
Kiblinger

Terry
Trovinger

Barbara
Miller

Lay Reader

Danny
Kiblinger

Nancy
Newkirk

Greg
Wilson

Joan
Schupp

Entry
Greeter(s)

Bob Snyder
Elaine Michael

Ed & Prue
Yelinek

Jim & Brenda
Hassinger

NEEDED
NEEDED

Ushers

Bob Snyder,
Elaine Michael,
Susan Strobl,
Marge
Cunningham,
Kim Pile,
Amy Mason

Ed & Prue
Yelinek
Kathy Wright
Kathy Pensis
Judy Hoffman
Tanner Creek

Susan Strobl,
Ned & Millie
Strange,
Melissa Butsch,
Emily Butsch,
NEEDED

Jim & Brenda Hassinger,
Cliff & Sue
Britton,
Dave Resh,
NEEDED

Greeters Exit West

Dave
Resh

Susan
Strobl

Ed
Yelinek

Larry
Hartsock

Greeter Exit Center

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Greeter Exit East

Scott
Rhodes

Doug
Wright

Linda
Clark

Dick
Hess

Nursery

Scott & Cindy
Rhodes

Amy Mason
Kristin Fignar

Patty Byers
Jackie Webb

Jim & Jamie
Cannon

NEEDED

NEEDED

Amy
Mason

Jim & Brenda
Hassinger

Dawn
Freeman

Dawn
Freeman

Craig & Joyce
Meredith

Bill & Lynda
Byers

Coffee Host(s)

Altar Flowers

SECURING THE CHURCH
BUILDING
~ October ~
Dick Hess
Clare Newcomer

FOOD BANK
OCT. 2
TEAM 1
Ed Distad, Jan Merique,
Judy Teter, Becky Plavcan

OCT. 12
TEAM 2
Kathy Amos,
Sue Nelson,
Pat & Dick Manspeaker
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October 2018
Al-Anon—Fellowship of relatives and friends of Alcoholics
A.F.G.—Al-Anon Family Group
PSST—Pastor’s Study and support time

Sun

CoDa—Co-Dependents Anonymous
B.B.B.S.—Big Brothers Big Sisters of Washington Co.
TOTS—Program with W.C.P.S.

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

6:00 Handbells

9:35 Fitness

4:00 Holly Place

9:15 TOTS

9:35 Fitness

12:00 Al-Anon

7:00 Property

10:15 TOTS

7:00 T.S. Study

10:00 Knit Wits

5:30 AFG

7:00 Barbershop

12:30 Al-Anon
3:00 Sacred
Listening Circle

7:00 Choir

11:00 PSST
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10

6:00 Handbells

9:35 Fitness

7:00 Choir

9:30 Worship

7:00 Barbershop

10:15 TOTS

11:00 Sunday

7:15 Parish Life
7:15 Worship

12:30 Al-Anon
6:00 Ladies Night
Out/Los Amigos

14 Opiod
Awarness Sunday
9:30 Worship
11:00 Worship
Team mtg.
11:00 S. School
6:00 Al-Anon
6:00 Adventure
Crew

15 Newsletter

16

17

18

19

9:35 Fitness

7:00 Choir

9:15 TOTS

9:35 Fitness
5:30 AFG

21 Holly Place

22

23

6:00 Handbells

9:35 Fitness

7:00 Barbershop

10:15 TOTS

7 Noisy/Hunger 8
Sunday

School
6:00 Al-Anon

Offering
9:30 Worship

11:00 Sunday

Deadline

6:30 CoDA

11
9:15 TOTS
11:00 PSST
3:00 Evangelism
5:30 BBBS
Meeting
6:30 Lionesse
6:30 CoDa

6:00 Handbells

10:15 TOTS

11:00 PSST

7:00 Council

12:30 Al-Anon

2:00 Book Club

7:00 Barbershop

6:00 Sacred

6:30 CoDa

12

13

9:35 Fitness

12:00 Al-Anon

5:30 AFG

20
12:00 Al-Anon

Listening Circle
Pastor Alessandri on vacation Oct. 18-26
24
6:30 BBBS
7:00 Choir

12:30 Al-Anon

School
6:00 Al-Anon
Pastor Alessandri on vacation Oct. 18-26
28 Reformation 29
30
31
Sunday
6:00 Handbells
9:35 Fitness
10:00 Bible Study
9:30 Worship
7:00 Barbershop 8:55 TOTS
7:00 Choir
11:00 Sunday
10:00 Music
School
Time
6:00-7:00 Trunk
or Treat
12:30 Al-Anon
6:00 Al-Anon

25 9:15 TOTS
10:00 Women’s
Bible Study

26

27

9:35 Fitness

8:00 BBBS event

5:30 AFG

12:00 Al-Anon

1

2

3

9:15 TOTS

9:35 Fitness

12:00 Al-Anon

11:00 PSST
6:30 Woodland
North HOA
meeting
6:30 CoDa

10:00 Knit-Wits
11:00 PSST
6:30 CoDa

5:30 AFG
Hospice Service
of Remembrance
(TBA)
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Worship Schedule
Sunday Worship

Traditional Worship with Communion
9:30 am
Sunday School
11:00 am

Have Evangelical
Lutheran Church
1035 Haven Road
Hagerstown , MD 21742

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

HAVE EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
1035 HAVEN ROAD
HAGERSTOWN MD 21742

PHONE
301-733-5056
FAX
301-733-8725
OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY—FRIDAY
9:00 AM—1:00 PM
PASTOR
LINDA ALESSANDRI
Pastorlma@havenlc.org

SECRETARY
MARY GRABILL

Haven Messenger 2018

havenoffice@havenlc.org

