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What was your reaction when you read that Christ
Lutheran Church had decide to withdraw from partnership discussions with Haven Lutheran Church?
There were some who expressed relief. It seemed
much of this relief was centered on me. Some of that
was out of concern for my well-being. And some,
quite frankly, were not wanting to “share our pastor.” I’m not sure
what to think of that.
I guess I should be flattered. Instead, it makes me uncomfortable. Please do not hear this as a judgement of those who were not
favoring partnering with another Church or those who “circled the
wagons” to protect pastor. But it does make me wonder. Has the
ministry of Haven become way too pastor centered? Is “not wanting to share pastor” about wanting to maintain the status quo,
keeping things just as they are because it is “comfortable”? Either
perspective is rather deadly to a church that wants to thrive. So I
worry, pray, wonder, worry and pray some more. (cont. on p. 2)
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There are some, like myself, who were genuinely saddened about Christ Lutheran’s withdraw
from partnership talks. Maybe, my reasoning is rather selfish, if I am honest. I looked at the possibilities of working with another congregation exciting. It provided a “spark” in me and among some
others in Haven. It sent imaginations wandering toward possibilities of collaborating and trying
new things in the community and in our worship & educational lives. And now, from where will we
get that “spark”? From where will we get that active, positive, hoping spirit, excited to find how God
can lead us to renewal and further, meaningful mission?
Jesus said to us, his disciples: “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.” (John 14: 26)
After his resurrection (aw, yes, resurrection from the dead!) Jesus said: “‘Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’” (John 20:21-22) The Holy Spirit is the “spark.”

Regardless of what you or I thought about partnering with Christ, our Lord has breathed a living, Holy Spirit spark in each of us. Our Lord stokes that spark each time we receive holy communion and let God’s Word into our minds and hearts. The “spark” and energy for being God’s church,
doing ministry and going out with the gospel IS here, in us. Followers of Jesus believe that. We
must believe that, too. For when we do accept that the Holy Spirit is God-at-work in and among us,
holy and wondrous things happen in ordinary and extraordinary ways.
Hear my call, Haven. Let us reclaim our Holy Spirit spark. Intentionally, actively pray for it to
be fired anew in you and in our church. I want to walk in the light and life of the resurrected Lord. I
pray you do, too. I want to be alive with Pentecost’s flame of courage and passion for sharing Jesus.
I pray you do, too. Let’s do it! How? Listen to that Holy Spirit spark and don’t be afraid to pursue
what it suggests. Come to worship to hear what the Lord has to say to you, to us, to be fed by communion and to be encouraged by the gathering of fellow believers. Come, Holy Spirit, come! We
crave your spark.
Your pastor and partner in ministry,
Linda M Alessandri
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COUNCIL
PARTNERSHIP DISCUSSIONS WITH CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH DISCONTINUED
(first published in May 12 bulletin)

We received notice this week from the leadership team at Christ Lutheran Church that they do
not wish to move forward with the discernment of a possible partnership with Haven. They
came to this decision after prayerful discussion with Christ Lutheran's leadership team and further conversation with Assistant to the Bishop, Pastor Robin Litton. Christ Lutheran Council
President wrote, "We believe that the Holy Spirit is leading us in a different direction and we
would like to explore additional options. We would like to thank everyone for their time and
continued blessings in the future."

It is my sense that Haven and Christ Lutheran churches both came to the discussion table earnestly to see what such a partnership might look like. Very quickly, we discovered that our
churches were approaching such a partnership from different directions. Christ Lutheran
thought to begin with sharing a pastor and move into sharing ministries. Haven Lutheran
Church thought such a partnership to begin with sharing ministries and move toward possibly
sharing pastoral staff. Both approaches are valid. They started at different points because the
immediate needs of each congregation were different.
I greatly appreciate the willingness of Christ Lutheran and Haven Lutheran Churches to consider this possible model for shared ministry. I am grateful to the representatives from both
churches for their candor, sincerity and the respectful quality of the discussions. While I am
personally disappointed that we’ll not be moving forward, I appreciate the need of Christ Lutheran to faithfully follow the Holy Spirit's lead in a different direction. Isn’t that what all disciples seek --- to try our best to follow Jesus as we listen for God's call into mission?
We are in the season of celebrating our risen Lord and God’s unfailing commitment to renewed,
restored and new life. Even as many at Haven are dealing with aches, pains and illnesses, the
resurrected Lord is calling Haven into an ever-renewing mission in the community. Each of us
has a role in that ministry. We will keep Christ Lutheran Church and its members in our praying and wish them the very best. We also pray for Haven: Dear Lord, show us the way. Send
your Holy Spirit to give us visions, spark our desire and energize our will for ministry in your
name. Teach us how to serve others and to answer Jesus who said, “Follow me.” Amen.
Your pastor and partner in ministry,
Linda M Alessandri

HOLLY PLACE
Holly Place is a non-profit organization that aims to provide their
senior residents with the best possible care available in a “homelike” setting. During the month of June we will be collecting LatexFree Gloves, Band-Aids, Hand Sanitizer, Liquid Hand
Soap. Co llecting these item s, as w ell as contr ibu ting ou r
$100 monthly pledge, is what helps keep Holly Place running.
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HUNGER TEAM
By the time you read this, the school year will be almost over. We ended the year serving sixteen students at Fountaindale School. We would not have been able to do this
without the help of not only the approximately 20 volunteers who shop, pack, and deliver the bags to the school but also the members of the congregation who support the
program financially.
The program also gets help through HARC (Hagerstown Religious Council) who writes grants to underwrite the purchase of some of the food. This year they were very successful in securing grants and
donated about double the amount from previous years. The grants allowed us to increase the number of bags when Fountaindale asked for additional support. HARC also sponsors the hike you have
seen advertised in the bulletin. If you are inclined, please sign up.
The congregation has signed up to support the program again next year and will drop back to 12 students (at least for the beginning of the year). Thank you to all of the congregation who help.

PARISH LIFE TEAM
HAVEN’S BOOK CLUB — On Thursday, June 20 at 2 pm Haven’s Book Club will
meet to discuss WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING by Delia Owens. This novel is at
once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story & a
surprising tale of possible murder. WOW! Plan to join us for tea & conversation. Joan Schupp
PS - July’s book choice is THE ALICE NETWORK by Kate Quinn

PARISH EDUCATION TEAM
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY — Haven's Women's Bible Study group will meet at
10:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 27, in th e Par lor . W e w ill be discu ssing
the first session of our Summer Bible Study on the Old Testament book of Esther.
It may be found in the June issue of "Gather" magazine. Copies will also be available
on the mobile message board.
*A SPECIAL REQUEST - If at all possible, it is requested that participants read the entire book of
Esther (It is only 10 chapters) before coming to the first session on June 27. This will help us be better prepared to understand the unfolding story of Queen Esther within its complete context.
DO WE HAVE A SCHOOL SUPPLY GIVEAWAY AND/OR BLOCK PARTY THIS AUGUST? — If
you would like to answer, “Yes,” please come to a brief meeting after worship on June 9th. We will make
some decisions and provide direction. (Should we ask some other church(es) to join us in this venture?)

PROPERTY TEAM
HAVEN’S VEGETABLE GARDEN IS PLANTED
We thank all who have claimed a patch of Haven’s Garden this year.
Kris Fignar
Heather Kilheffer

Amy Mason
Dave & Melita Kaplan Margaret McKee
The Rhodes Family Joan & Ed Schupp
Pastor Alessandri
Lord of Creation,
who planted your own garden called Eden, (cont. on p. 5)
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come and bless this soil
which is to be our garden.
All that dies becomes earth,
and so it lives again.
May this garden soil
be both womb and tomb,
a home for death and life,
so that seeds of living things—
of plants, of food and flowers—
may die and resurrect
here in our garden,
for nourishment and beauty
to your glory
Amen.

HAVEN WEEDERS UNITE!
What might happen if those available for an
hour any Saturday came to Haven to do a little
upkeep on the garden beds? I tell you what
would happen --- the work would be shared and
easier and there would be good fellowship and
some laughter.
Keep your eyes open for an upcoming bulletin
announcement.

Birthdays
Patricia Pile

06/03

Joanne Seilhamer

06/19

Dave Kaplan

06/04

Max Schupp

06/22

Dawn Freeman

06/05

Joe Webb

06/26

Morgan Butsch

06/07

Sharon Sellers

06/28

Joshua Webb

06/08

Patricia Byers

06/29

Nancy Newkirk

06/12

Don Blickenstaff Jr.

06/30

Karl Pile

06/12

Greg Wilson

06/12

Dennis Miller

06/15

Sharon McMullen

06/17

Wedding Anniversaries
Don & Darylene Blickenstaff

06/03

Grant & Valerie Wills

06/08

Michael & Veronica Bergschneider

06/13

Ken & Dawn Tice

06/20

Gentry & Jane Muse

06/21

Baptismal Anniversaries
Don Evason

06/01

Richard Manspeaker

06/09

Donna Hovermill

06/01

Simon Lightfoot

06/21

Jaclyn Muse

06/01

Sue Nelson

06/24

Millie Strange

06/01

Clare Newcomer

06/26

Tanner Meredith

06/07

Is your special day missing? Please contact th e ch u rch o ffice if y ou r birth day o r anniversary is missing from our lists. We want to celebrate all our members special days with them.

We celebrate all of God’s children!
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I wonder …

What is Ascension Day?

Ascension Day is Thursday (May 30th), forty days after Easter, when
we Christians celebrate the rising of Jesus Christ from earth to heaven
after the Resurrection on Easter. Sunday, June 2nd is when we celebrate ascension this year.
I wonder how Jesus can be in heaven
and here with me, too?

W
o
n
d
e

Corne r
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WAY TO GO HAVEN!
William (Max) Schupp w ill be gr adu ating fr o m Sm ithsbu r g
High School and attending the University Of Washington in Seattle as a
Chemistry major this fall.
Laura Manspeaker r eceived h er B achelor of Ar ts in Inter n ational Studies Summa Cum Laude this fall from American University.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION — Hi Haven Box Top contributors. You
guys rock! Once again we were able to make a nice contribution to Fountaindale Elementary. When I dropped the last group off one of the teachers was
in the office, and expressed her sincere gratitude to all of us.
Now don’t be discouraged! We don’t take a break. We have officially started our 2019-2020 collection. Keep them Coming!!!! Thanks, Karla

THANK YOU NOTES
Dear friends of Holly Place,
On behalf of the residents, staff, and the Board of Directors of Senior Living Alternatives, Inc., I
would like to thank you for the $393.00 (3 separate donations) donation you provided to our facility Holly Place. Your thoughtfulness and generosity are always appreciated.
The Staff and Board of Holly Place aim to provide our residents with the best possible care available. As a non-profit organization it is a constant struggle to make ends meet. With the continued
support of people such as you, we are able to maintain our objective of providing a safe “homelike” setting for our seniors. Again, thank you for your continued support in this endeavor.
Sincerely, Melanie J. Davis (Executive Director)
WORSHIP SERVICE READINGS FOR JUNE

June 2 – Ascension Sunday ~ Acts 1: 1-11, Psalm 47, Luke 23: 44-53
June 9 – Pentecost Sunday ~ Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, Acts 2:1-21
June 16 – Trinity Sunday ~ Psalm 8, Luke 3: 21-22; Matthew 28: 18-20;
Acts 1:6-8
June 23 – Worship with St. John’s Lutheran Church ~ Psalm 22:19-28,
Luke 8:26-39
June 30 – Season of Pentecost ~ Psalm 16, Luke 9:51-62
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WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH

Serving

June 2

June 9

June 16

June 23

June 30

Assisting

Barbara

Danny

Jim

Aura

Barbara

Minister

Miller

Kiblinger

Cannon

Harbaugh

Miller

Ushers

Ed & Prue

Ned & Millie
Strange

Bob Snyder,
Elaine

Cliff & Sue

Kathy Wright

Britton

Kathy Pensis

NEEDED

NEEDED

Yelinek

Michael
Altar Flowers

Securing the
Church

NEEDED

Marge
Cunningham

Sharron
Moser

~~~~~~~~~~~~ Margaret McKee, Doug Wright ~~~~~~~~~~~~

SPECIAL COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
June 2—Honoring 2019 Graduates
June 23—Welcoming St. John’s Lutheran Guests
June 4—Team 1

June 14—Team 2

Ed Distad, Jan Merique,

Sue Nelson,

Judy Teter, Becky Plavcan

Pat & Dick Manspeaker

BULLETINS 11AM—JUNE 7 ~ JUNE HESS (FRI.)
BULLETINS 11AM—JUNE 14~ SUE NELSON (FRI.)
BULLETINS 11AM—JUNE 21 ~ JOAN SCHUPP (FRI.)
BULLETINS 11AM—JUNE 28~ JUNE HESS (FRI.)
NEWSLETTER 12PM—JUNE 28 ~ JUNE HESS (FRI.)

Do you have 15-30 minutes every few weeks to spare?
If so, we could use your help with stuffing bulletins and preparing newsletters.
This is done on a rotating schedule so it would be once a month
for bulletins and every few months with newsletters.
Please sign up on the attendance form to join the bulletin/newsletter
team.

Contributions may be brought by the office during our normal business hours
9 am-1 pm or mailed to the Church at 1035 Haven Road Hag., MD 21742.
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June 2019
Al-Anon—Fellowship of relatives and friends of Alcoholics
A.F.G.—Al-Anon Family Group
PSST—Pastor’s Study and support time

Sun

Mon

Tue

CoDa—Co-Dependents Anonymous
B.B.B.S.—Big Brothers Big Sisters of Washington Co.
Music Time—Program with W.C.P.S.

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
12:00
Al-Anon
5:00 Worship

2 Noisy/Hunger
Sunday

9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship

3
6:00 Playmakers
7:00 Property
7:00 Barbershop

11:00 Adult
Sunday School
(only)
4:00 Playmakers

4
9:35 Fitness
10:15 Music Time
12:30 Al-Anon
6:00 Sacred
Listening Circle

5
4:00 Holly Place
6:00 Playmakers

11
9:35 Fitness
10:15 Music Time
12:30 Al-Anon

12
6:00 Playmakers

6
10:15 Music Time
11:00 PSST
6:00 Playmakers
6:30 CoDa

7
9:35 Fitness
5:30 AFG

8
12:00
Al-Anon
5:00 Worship

6:00 Al-Anon
9 Pentecost
9:30 Worship
10:45 School
Supply Giveaway
& Block Party
meeting
4:00 Playmakers
6:00 Al-Anon
16 Holly Place
Offering

Father’s Day
9:30 Worship
4:00 Playmakers
6:00 Al-Anon

10
9:30 Parish Life
6:00 Playmakers
7:00 Barbershop

17
6:00 Playmakers
7:00 Council
7:00 Barbershop

23/30
24
(23) 9:30
6:00 Playmakers
Worship with St.
7:00 Barbershop
John’s
10:30 Fellowship
4:00 Playmakers
6:00 Al-Anon

18
9:35 Fitness
10:15 Music Time
12:30 Al-Anon

19
6:00 Playmakers

13 10:15 M. Time 14
11:00 PSST
9:35 Fitness
5:30 BBBS mtg.
5:30 AFG
6:00 Playmakers
6:30 Lioness
6:30 CoDa
7:00 Worship mtg.
6:30 CoDa

15 Jul./Aug.
Double
Issue
Newsletter
Deadline

20 10am-2pm
Pastor at Dean’s
Mtg. Baltimore

22

10:15 Music Time

21
9:35 Fitness
5:30 AFG

11:00 PPST

26
6:00 Playmakers
6:30 B.B.B.S.

27 10:15 M. Time
10:00 Women’s
Bible Study
11:00 PSST
6:00 Playmakers
6:30 CoDa

5:00 Worship

12:00
Al-Anon
5:00 Worship

2:00 Book Club
6:00 Playmakers
25
9:35 Fitness
10:15 Music Time
12:30 Al-Anon

12:00 Al-Anon

28
9:35 Fitness
5:30 AFG

29
12:00
Al-Anon
5:00 Worship
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