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9:30 am ~ Worship with Holy Communion
10:30 AM ~ Fellowship time
11:00 AM ~ Sunday School
HAVEN’S ANNUAL
OUTDOOR WORSHIP
&
CHURCH PICNIC
September 15, 10:30 am at Doub’s Wood Park
(South Pavilion)
Bring your lawn chair for worship and your dish for the
picnic and be ready for a great time!
Parish Life Team will provide the chicken and beverages.
There are tags on the bulletin board in the narthex for dishes that
are needed to complete our feast.
There will be games, corn hole boards and bingo for everyone.
F.Y.I. The pavilion IS handicap accessible.
SIGN-UP on the attendance form so we can have enough chicken.

COME worship our Lord ... feast on food and fellowship
… and build up God’s community at Haven!
NOTE: On September 15th, there will be NO 9:30 a.m. worship at
1035 Haven Road. Please come to Doub’s Woods at 10:30 am.
LOCATION
THE SOUTH PAVILION ENTRANCE IS OFF SOUTH POTOMAC
STREET
(entrance road is between Emma K. Doub & E. Russell Hicks School) 1

YOUR
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
ANNOUNCES
Ketchup Sunday
September 29

THANK YOU NOTES
DEAR FRIENDS,
Thank you for your gift of $105.00 to Lutheran Disaster Response.
With your Spirit filled generosity you bring help and hope to families
and communities reeling from disasters here in the United States and
around the world. No matter the variety of disaster, no matter the variety of need. Your gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response make possible
short-and long-term recovery and rebuilding of lives and livelihoods.
Thank you for sharing the gifts God has active in you!
In Christ,
Rev. Robin Brown Mission Funding Director, Congregations
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HOLLY PLACE is a non-profit organization that aims to provide
senior residents with the best possible care in a “home-like” setting.
In the months of September we will be collecting dishwasher detergent (liqu id and po w der ) and dish liquid fo r their r esidents.

EVANGELISM TEAM
HAVEN’S PET BLESSING GOING ON THE ROAD
Saturday, September 28, 10 am – 1 pm
Location – To Be Announced
Why bless pets? They are God’s creatures
who give their owners companionship and
joy. Why have a pet blessing? It is one way to
make contact with our neighbors as we offer
the compassion and love of God by extending
care to their beloved pets.
For the last 11 years, we have held our Pet
Blessing at Haven. This year we thought we
would “take it on the road” in hopes of meeting and serving even more pet owners. Our
hope is to set up in front of PetSmart, Petco
or a local veterinarian. Each pet will receive
an individual blessing, a bag of treats and
have their picture taken with their owner. We
will have some snacks for the humans, too,
and a door prize.
Look for the location to be announced soon
in the bulletin. We will also need some pet
lovers for each of the hours on September
28th to help register, greet and mingle with
the pets and their owners. When you’re
showing appreciation of someone’s pet, conversations seems to flow very easily. It is a
very enjoyable time.
BOX TOPS — Hey all you Haven Picnickers' and Back-to School folks.
REMEMBER to keep collecting those Box Tops. Drop those 10 cent gems in
our box, and help start the school year out just right!
Thanks, Karla
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WHAT IS A HAVEN CONNECTOR?

Twelve members of Haven have agreed to keep in contact with a group of other Haven members for
at least the next year. That contact may be at church, on the phone or through mailings. The Mission
of our Connectors is
“To reach out with love to our members...”
 To keep members connected to Haven;
 To keep the Haven community connected to its members and their lives.
If you don’t know who your Connector is, you will in the coming months as we renew our efforts and
bring on board a few new Connectors. If you still don’t’ know by November, let us know so we can be
sure each Haven member has someone keeping them in prayer and connected to our church community.


(Pastor’s note: While we have this wonderful group trying to keep in touch with our members, each
one of us is also a “connector” in this community we call Haven. When you notice someone absent or you haven’t seen someone for a while, PLEASE make your own connection. Give a phone
call or send a note or e-mail letting him or her know you have missed them and hope all is well. If
you discover someone is having difficulties, ask if you can share that news with the pastor so I can
make a connection, too. TOGETHER, reaching out in love, we create a stronger, healthier community of God’s children.)
HAVEN CONNECTORS WILL MEET SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 29, 2019 AT 11:00 AM
(during the Sunday school hour)
in Haven West. Please bring any questions, concerns, or
suggestions you have as we continue this ministry of reaching out to our
church family with friendly telephone visits of love and caring.

HUNGER TEAM
ST. MARK’S FOOD BANK IN NEED — In SEPTEMBER we will be collecting toiletries (soap,
shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, feminine hygiene products, etc.). These are items
that can not be purchased with food stamps.
Keep your eyes out for good sales and please buy as much as your budget allows. Our neighbors in
need, who can visit St. Mark’s Food Bank only once a month, will be ever so grateful.
MICAH’S BACKPACKS — September brings the start of school and our program to provide
weekend meals to the students of Fountaindale to help those families that may not be able to provide weekend meals for all in their households. As I write this article, we have not received the information as to the date that the school will have the completed paperwork from families to allow
to students to be served.
On September 5, the church will pick up some of the food we will use. Through the efforts of HARC
(the Hagerstown Area Religious Council) we received a grant of $30 per student (for 12 students)
we will serve in the first third of the year. Yes, this down from the 16 we were serving at the end of
last year. The HUNGER Team decided to cut back to 12 as we were having trouble providing good
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storage for the grant food, which at this first distribution will be 40 cases. (cont.)

As for the storage, the weight of the cases in the lower cabinets we used made it difficult to access.
The upper shelves in those same cabinets are too short to support a case of most foods. Thus, too
much food cluttered the surfaces and made it difficult to use the countertops for packing. It also limited the amount of space we had at the times of the year when we were collecting for food baskets.
The team has brainstormed possible solutions for storage and hope to solve the problem and then be
able to feel more comfortable about adding a few students if the need arises.
As for the 4 students at Fountaindale, Shiloh Methodist Church, our partner in service at the school,
has increased their contribution by 4 more students for the year. That means that the total number
at the school remains the same as last year. Changes in the federal food assistance rules may mean
that more students will need help.
Members of Haven volunteer to pack the food each week. The task needs at most two folks and
takes about 15 minutes. Food is placed on the counters in the large kitchen before Sunday church.
The completed bags are left on the island to await delivery. We try to have the bags ready by
Wednesday evening. The time commitment for delivery is about 20 minutes from the time the volunteer arrives at the church. Our goal is to have the food there by 11:30 on the last day of school for
the week. The staff at Fountaindale had been very cooperative in helping unload the food and distributing it.
There will be a signup sheet on the bulletin board when we find out when the program starts and
some one will contact you about a specific date to help. We also have some angels who buy some of
the items needed and simply place them in the kitchen for the program. If you are interested in what
foods we use, ask Linda for a list of items. The food must be items that are individually packed when
purchased.
The congregation is always generous in providing food assistance. If you want to make a monetary
contribution to Micah’s Backpack program, it can be included in your envelope with a note as to the
amount to be used for Micah’s backpacks. While the amount in the fund seems to fluctuate, when we
go to order food, there always seems to be an adequate amount. It feels like the “loaves and fishes”
stories in the New Testament.
Continue to pray for those we help and those members of the congregation that help. (Linda Clark)

PARISH EDUCATION TEAM 2019-2020 Theme: Moving Forward Together
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY — Women of Haven will meet in the Parlor at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, September 26 for stu dy and discu ssion of Holy Scr iptu r e and how it r elates to o u r
lives. We will begin a very relevant series on our emotions entitled "No Hard Feelings?" with "The
Angst of Anger" and what the Bible has to say about it.
(Yes, it is okay and sometimes very appropriate to feel and express anger and many examples are
shown in the Bible). Please join us for this interesting and fascinating study.

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Hello, everyone! Welcome back to another Fall and another season of new beginnings! I’m excited
about the upcoming Sunday School year! We have some small changes coming up, and we need your
help to make those changes! We are trying a new format for lessons--- taking four weeks to delve
into one story, and helping our youth learn eight of the amazing stories in the Bible through the
course of the Sunday school year! We need you, our caring and loving congregation, to consider
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teaching, or co-teaching with a friend, one of the 4 week sessions! (cont.)

Here is an idea of what we are trying!

September 29th to October 20th—the story of Adam and Eve;
October 27th to November 17th— the story of Abraham and Sarah;
December 1st to December 22nd--- David’s childhood adventures to his descendant, Baby Jesus.
This would take us to the end of the calendar year 2019, and gives an idea of our plan! We have resources—online, books, and people to help! We have support and can offer flexibility to those who
volunteer. The lessons include the story telling part, as well as hands on activities… coloring pages,
games, even service projects! For example, for Adam and Eve, and the Garden of Eden, you could
consider getting outside and doing something in the Sunday School garden. The possibilities are limited only by your imagination!
I hope everyone will give this some serious consideration… I know personally how rewarding it is to
work with the amazing kids we are nurturing among us! If you have any questions, or if you want to
volunteer, don’t hesitate to contact me by email (cindula207@gmail.com) or at home by phone at
(301) 733-8446.
I’m looking forward to another year of fun and faith and learning with our kids and families!
Blessings to all! Cindy Rhodes (Sunday School Superintendent)

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS NEWS
NEVER TOO OLD TO LEARN.
NEVER TOO OLD TO GROW IN FAITH.
When: 11:00 am starting September 29
Location: Classroom next to the nursery, across from the Music Room
Your Team of Adult Sunday School leaders hope you will consider joining the adult Sunday School
class this year. Come weekly or occasionally. You will always be welcome! We have some plans for
the year that include a bit of something for everyone’s interests.
On SEPTEMBER 29, Jim and Jamie Cannon will kick off our year facilitating a discussion on the
story of “The Prodigal Son, the Welcoming Father, and the Not-So-Happy Brother.”
One way to study the Bible is to put ourselves into the stories to think about what God wants us to
learn. Come adventure in God’s Word and see what the Lord may be saying to you. No Bible
knowledge or experience needed. ALL are welcome.
On OCTOBER 6 & 13 Pastor Dave Kaplan will begin an exploration of the book of “Philippians”
and our October theme, “Moving Forward Together in God’s Purpose.” In just a few chapters, St.
Paul has a great deal to say about how to live out our faith in Jesus. Come ready to explore, discuss, wonder and marvel in God’s Word.
Special Adult Sunday School Session
September 8, 11:00 am
News from the ELCA Churchwide Synod Assembly
Pastor Alessandri will offer a recap of the actions taken by the ELCA Churchwide Assembly in
August. Along with motions, she will share some of the film clips shown with ELCA reports. Grab
your coffee and treats from coffee fellowship and come to the Adult Sunday School Room to catch
up on the ELCA churchwide news. (The adult Sunday School room is next to the nursery and
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across from the music room. Ask if you need directions.)

WADING IN THE WORD
Wednesdays, 10:00 – 11:00 am
Starting September 11th
Each week we will look at the gospel reading for next Sunday’s worship and gradually work our way
through Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians. All are welcome to this informal but meaningful Bible study with Pastor Alessandri. NO previous Bible study experience needed. You ARE welcome.
P.S. If you would be interested in an after-work or weeknight session of this Bible session, PLEASE
let Pastor Alessandri know of your interest and the days you would be available. It could be here at
church, in a home or at a coffee shop. There is no greater fellowship than wading, wandering and
wondering together in God’s Word.

WORSHIP TEAM
WORSHIP READINGS THIS MONTH
September 1 Psalm 112; Luke 14: 1, 7-14
September 8 Psalm 1; Luke 14: 25-33
September 15 Psalm 51: 1-10; Luke 15: 1-10

September 22 Psalm 113; Luke 16: 1-13
September 29 Psalm 146; Luke 16: 19-31

WHAT IS OUR FUTURE? - - -“Exciting and Scary”
The July, 2019 issue of Living Lutheran included an interview by the content editor John Potter
with Susan C. Johnson, national bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) at
the ELCA Church Council meeting in April. Bishop Johnson was at the meeting as an ecumenical
partner. In that interview one of the questions she was asked was: What are some of the most
pressing issues the ELCIC has been addressing recently? Her response: “…… We are facing, like all
major churches, decreases overall in members and finances …..” She went on to say, “….. But we
are, over the next few years going to have to re-vision how we are going to be church. And that is
exciting and scary at the same time.” Although, Bishop Johnson’s comments were referring to the
Church-wide situation, the same comments could be said about Haven as well.
How we “re-vision how we are going to be church” is one of the issues the Worship Ministry Team
(WMT) has been struggling with for some time. It is a topic of discussion in some form at every
meeting. Worship style, content and substance are discussed along with how to make church inviting and appealing to younger folks, while at the same time keeping the worship experience meaningful and inspirational in the Lutheran tradition. Also, we must keep in mind, as Dr. David Jeremiah, senior pastor of Shadow Mountain Community Church in San Diego, California wrote in his
book titled The Book of Signs, “worship is not about us; it’s about him” (God). It is not an easy task
trying to keep all these components in mind when planning worship.
How do we do church? How do we accomplish what our mission statement says, “To Honor God,
to reach out with love to our members and the community and to share the Gospel of Jesus
Christ”? How do we keep Haven vibrant and moving forward in today’s society? How do we reach
the younger generation where so much emphasis is placed on personal gratification and being entertained? Is the answer not to worry about any of this and keep on doing what we are doing? As
members of the body of Christ at Haven Lutheran Church, where do you see Haven ten, fifteen or
twenty years from now? These are some of the questions/concerns the WMT asks each member of
Haven to ponder with us. Help us with this important and challenging work by sharing any ideas,
thoughts and concerns you may have on this issue with a member of the Worship Ministry Team.
7
Yours in ministry, Dick Hess (Chair, Worship Ministry Team)

I wonder …
does God listen when we pray?
Yes, God hears our prayers even when we don’t know the words to say. Isaiah 65:24 says, “Before they call, I will answer and while they are yet speaking, I will hear. Psalm 66:19 But truly God has listened; he has attended to
the voice of my prayer.

Does God care when I cry?

W

o
n
d
e

Corner

Psalm 56:8 You keep track of all my sorrows.
You have collected all my tears in your bottle.
You have recorded every one of them in your book.

God cares about the tears we cry over our sins and
God cares about the tears of sadness we cry when we are hurt or grieving.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries
Look who’s celebrating special days this month!!!
Dustin Black

09/09

Jean Carbaugh

09/29

Jadrya Fortson

09/12

Bob Hart

09/29

Robert Dean

09/13

Kayla Shank

09/29

Wayne Gaumer

09/17

Michael Freeman

09/18

Abigail Byers

09/24

Content Allamong

09/25

Amy Mason

09/28

Dick & June Hess
09/12

Ray & Elaine Michael
09/30

Ken & JoAnn Shankle
09/29

Trinity Mason

09/05

Charles Huguenin 09/13

Kyleigh McNabb

09/05

Melissa Butsch

09/15

Chase Myers

09/05

Aura Wiles

09/16

Aaron Richards

09/10

Is your special day missing?
Please contact the church office if your birthday or anniversary is missing from our
lists. We want to celebrate all our members special days with them.

We celebrate all of God’s children!
COMMUNITY EVENT FOR THE POTOMAC PLAYMAKERS
Show your team spirit by joining us for a fundraiser to support Potomac Playmakers.
Come in to the Chipotle at 1803 Garland Groh Blvd. in Hagerstown on Tuesday, September
3rd between 4—8pm. Bring in the flyer*, show it on your smartphone* or tell the cashier you’re
supporting the cause to make sure 33% of the proceeds will be donated to
Potomac Playmakers.
(*Fliers are available in the church narthex.)
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WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH

Serving

September September September September September
1
8
15
22
29

Acolyte

Aura
Harbaugh

Emily
Butsch

Adam
Tice

Anna
Bergsneider

Jim
Cannon

Danny
Kiblinger

Aura
Harbaugh

Barbara
Miller

Lay Reader

Marge
Cunningham

Elaine Michael

Joan Schupp

Nancy Newkirk

Entry
Greeter(s)

Bob Snyder
Elaine Michael

Dave & Sue
Resh

Amy Mason
Mike Wachter

NEEDED
NEEDED
Dave & Sue
Resh
Cliff & Sue
Britton

NEEDED
NEEDED
Melissa Butsch
Emily Butsch
Susan Strobl
Marge
Cunningham

Assisting
Minister

Ushers

Nancy
Newkirk

Bob Snyder
Elaine Michael

Ed & Prue
Yelinek
Kathy Wright
Kathy Pensis
Judy Hoffman
Tanner Creek

Amy Mason
Judy Hoffman
CHURCH
WORSHIP
At
Doub’s Wood
Park
(S. Pavilion)

Greeters Exit
West

Jim Cannon

Dick Hess

Steve Kauffman

Margaret
McKee

Scott Rhodes

Greeter Exit
Center

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Greeter Exit
East

Larry Hartsock

Judy Hoffman

Amy Mason

Dave Resh

Susan Strobl

TBA

TBA

Sunday School
Kick-Off
(Gathering Room)

NEEDED

Nursery

TBA

Coffee
Host(s)

NEEDED

Altar Flowers

Ann
Lochbaum

Securing the
Church

CHURCH
PICNIC

Bracken
Dick & June
Bracken
Hess
Family
Family
Susan Strobl, Steve Kauffman

BULLETINS FRIDAY MORNINGS 11:00 AM

Amy
Mason

FOOD BANK VOLUNTEERS

SEPT. 6—SUE NELSON

Sept. 3—Team 4

Sept. 13—Team 3

SEPT. 13—JUNE HESS

Susan Strobl,
Millie Strange,
Valerie Wills,
Sandy Powell

Joan Schupp,
Kathy Wright,
Linda Clark,
Chris Fignar

SEPT. 20—JOAN SCHUPP
SEPT. 27— SUE NELSON 12:00 PM NEWSLETTER
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September 2019
Al-Anon—Fellowship of relatives and friends of Alcoholics
A.F.G.—Al-Anon Family Group
PSST—Pastor’s Study and support time

Sun
1 Noisy/Hunger
Sunday

9:30 Worship
6:00 Al-Anon

8 New Member
Sunday
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship
6:00 Al-Anon
6:30 Adventure
Crew

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2 Labor Day
admin.
office open
7:00 Barbershop

3
9:35 Fitness
10:15 Music Time
12:30 Al-Anon

4
4:00 Holly Place
7:00 Choir
7:00 St. Mark’s
Council mtg.

5
10:15 Music Time
11:00 PSST
6:30 CoDa

6
9:35 Fitness
5:30 AFG

7
10:00
Adam Tice
Cross
10:00 Parish
Ed.
project

9
9:30 Parish Life
6:00 Handbells
7:00 Property
7:00 Barbershop

10
9:35 Fitness
10:15 Music Time
12:30 Al-Anon

11
7:00 Choir

12
10:15 Music Time
11:00 PSST
2:00 Plarning
5:30 B.B.B.S. mtg.
6:30 Lionesse
6:30 CoDa

13
9:35 Fitness
5:30 AFG
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19
20
10:00-2:00 Pastor’s 9:35 Fitness
Dean mtg. (Balto.) 5:30 AFG
10:15 M. Time
11:00 PSST
2:00 Book Club
6:30 CoDa

21

15 (Holly Place
offering)

16
6:00 Handbells
(Newsletter deadline) 7:00 Council
10:30
(Haven West)
Worship &
7:00 Barbershop
Church Picnic at
Doub’s Wood
(South Pavilion)
6:00 Al-Anon

17
18
9:35 Fitness
7:00 Choir
10:15 Music Time
12:30 Al-Anon
7:00 Spiritual
Direction group

22 Blessing of Sun- 23
24
day School students/
6:00 Handbells
9:35 Fitness
teachers, parents
7:00 Barbershop 10:15 Music Time
9:30 Worship
12:30 Al-Anon
10:45 Sunday
School Kick-off
Party
6:00 Al-Anon
29 Ketchup Sunday
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship
11:00 S. School
11:00 Connector
mtg.
6:00 Al-Anon

CoDa—Co-Dependents Anonymous
B.B.B.S.—Big Brothers Big Sisters of Washington Co.
Music Time—Program with W.C.P.S.

25
6:00 West Irvin
HOA mtg.
6:30 B.B.B.S.
7:00 Choir

26
10:00 Women’s
Bible Study
10:15 Music Time
11:00 PPST
6:30 CoDa

12:00
Al-Anon

12:00
Al-Anon

27
28
9:35 Fitness 10:00 - 1:00
5:30 AFG
Pet Blessing
(location
TBA)
12:00
Al-Anon

30
6:00 Handbells
7:00 Barbershop

Pastor Alessandri on vacation
September 30—October 9
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