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9:30 am ~ Worship with Holy Communion
10:30 AM ~ Fellowship time
11:00 AM ~ Sunday School
MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER
Haven's Annual
Congregational Meeting & Luncheon
Sunday, February 23,
immediately after 9:30 am worship
We’ll worship together at 9:30 am on Sunday February 23rd. Immediately after worship the adults will go to the Gathering Room
to enjoy some appetizers on the tables while we conduct the meeting portion of the day. The children will go to the parlor for their
own snacks and program. Around 12 noon the children will come
and join the adults in the Gathering Room for lunch and some
more fun.
Parish Life is graciously working out the meal details. Sign-up for
the luncheon on the attendance form in the bulletin so we’ll be
sure to have enough of the designated main entree for everyone.
Look for a bulletin board in the narthex to see what you can bring
to the feast.
Oh, one more thing. We again are looking for local talent. Have a
song, joke, instrumental selection, dance, skit, lip sync parody, acrobatics, magic trick or other talent to share? Please let us know —
WE have a place for YOU in our February 23rd festivities. Contact
a Council member or Pastor Alessandri for more information.
COME CELEBRATE as we MOVE FORWARD TOGETHER
1
in GOD'S LOVE

Moving Forward Together in Love
Life has its surprises. My January 21st surgery was one of those, not just for me
but for you as well. I sat in a seat where many of you have sat. I listened to a doctor tell me news I’d rather not hear and prescribe a pathway I’d rather not travel.
Yet, truthfully, the harder part was keeping it to myself while waiting for an appointment with the recommended surgeon. And, then, waiting to tell all of you at
the same time after Sunday’s worship on January 19. I don’t like secrets, especially those that separate me from my community.
So here is my first lesson from this medical journey – the connection to the love, prayers and support
of my faith community is essential for my spiritual and emotional health. That shouldn’t be a surprise. It is no accident that Jesus called disciples into relationships that grew into communities. Jesus connected disciples not only to himself but to one another. When Jesus would ascend to heaven,
the disciples still had one another to help learn and follow in Jesus’ ways and ministries. One way the
power and strength of the Holy Spirit comes to disciples is through one another and the life of worship, compassion and service they share. For these and other reasons, belonging to a faith community is not optional for a follower of Jesus. It is a life-giving essential, a place where we are accepted,
refreshed and readied for whatever is next.
I am sure there will be many more lessons God will offer me as I recover from surgery, deal with limitations and reorient myself back into our ministry together. I hope I will have an openness to whatever the Lord shares. I am already grateful to have the reminder that belonging to my brothers and
sisters in Christ is a gift to treasure. I thank you for the grace, good wishes and flood of prayers you
have bestowed upon me. What have I to fear? God is with me and so are you.
Your pastor and partner in Christ,
Linda M Alessandri
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COUNCIL
HAVEN "CONNECTORS” — will meet Sunday, February 9, at 11:00 a.m. in Haven West. We will
gather to share experiences with this ministry as well as address any questions or concerns and suggestions for ways we may improve our caring for one another.

HUNGER TEAM

EASTER FOOD BASKETS — Be on the look out for the return of the
giving tree. It should be back at the end of the month with items for
Easter Food Baskets. Thank you.
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY ~ SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Put your soup under the Kansas City Chiefs or San Francisco 49ers signs in the narthex. Your cans of
soup will go to St. Mark’s Food Pantry. Will our soup predict the Super Bowl winner? Let’s make St.
Mark’s Food Bank the real “Souper” winner.
HAVEN FOOD BANK VOLUNTEERS — In November 2013 we formed 4 teams of 4 people to
Volunteer at St Marks Food Bank. At the Present time we have 15 Active members. Our Volunteers
donate 2 hours each day for 6 times a year and in return receive the satisfaction of helping others.
We need a volunteer to complete one of our teams, if you are interested contact the Church office or
Pat Pile.

PARISH LIFE TEAM
HAVEN’S BOOK CLUB — will meet on Thursday, Feb 20 at 2:00 pm to discuss
LESS by Andrew Sean Greer. This Pulitzer Prize winner is a love story, a satire of
the American abroad, a rumination on time and the human heart. Plan now to join
us for tea and good conversation. - Joan Schupp
Next month: THE WORLD WE KNEW by Alice Hoffman

Haven
After
Hours

HAVEN AFTER HOURS — The first gathering of “Haven After Hours” will
be Friday Feb. 7, 6:30 pm at the home of Susie & Dave Resh. Haven After
Hours is a reworking of the Haven Supper groups. Instead of 6-8 people gathering at someone’s home for dinner & fellowship, ALL who sign up will bring
either an appetizer or a dessert to share with EVERYONE at a designated
home for an evening of fellowship. There will be another Haven After Hours
this spring - date to be determined. Please check future Messengers and announcements for the date and sign-up sheet. The Parish Life team.

LADIES NIGHT OUT MEETS THE LUNCH BUNCH — Parish Life is continuing to combine
Ladies Night Out and the Haven Lunch Bunch groups for the month of February. They realize people are hesitant to come out in the dark evening hours of winter. The February gathering will be
Thursday, February 27 at 12:30 pm at the Grille at Runways (18421 Henson Blvd). A sign-up sheet
will be posted in the Narthex.
FELLOWSHIP HOUR (AKA: Coffee Hour) — Parish Life would like to send a reminder regarding coffee hours. The wonderful fellowship members experience at coffee hours after the service is
totally dependent upon members signing up to host a coffee hour. The supplies such as coffee, white
paper plates and napkins, tablecloth, cups, creamer, sugar and coffee stirrers are all (cont. p. 4)
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provided by Haven and in the cupboards in the kitchen off of the parlor. All coffee
hour hosts need to do is make a pot of coffee (instructions also in the kitchen) and
provide a MINIMAL snack. It is TOTALLY up to the host whether they bring their
own tablecloth & napkins or what snacks or the amount they provide. Coffee hour is
meant to provide a space conducive to fellowship. Don’t let hosting be overwhelming for you. Many members do it together and split the effort. If you want to host, sign up at the
Sign-Up Central bulletin board in the church narthex. If you have questions, please contact any
member of the Parish Life team.

PARISH EDUCATION TEAM
FEBRUARY'S ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Moving Forward in Love
February 2 & 9

"Love Is......"

Jim and Jamie Cannon

We know what Hallmark and movies think love is about, but what about the Bible? Come and see.
You may be surprised!
February 16

Religions of Our World Neighbors: Buddhism — Valerie Wills

February 23

Annual Congregational Meeting — No Adult Sunday School

CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL ADVENTURE — Get ready to learn about The Good Samaritan, one of the most well-known parables Jesus told. Mike Manspeaker and friends will be leading
the class. Surprises and fun as you learn what Jesus told us was important.

HAVEN'S TEENS ARE MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER IN FAITH AND SERVICE
2020 YouthQuake OUR GOD IS MORE † THAN ENOUGH.
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever! Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV)
This year, Haven's teens will be attending YOUTHQUAKE at Virginia Beach, February 28-March 1.
Through music, speakers, workshops, discussions and community they will exercise, stretch and
grow their faith while having a great time. We hope that heading toward Virginia Beach rather than
Pittsburg will make snow a less likely issue. Please keep our teens, advisers and the YouthQuake staff
and participants in prayer.

HAVEN TEENS TO HEAD TO BENTON HARBOR MICHIGAN
FOR A MISSION TRIP JULY 12-17
It has been several years since we have sent a troop of teens on a YOUTHWORKS mission trip but
the time has come to send another group out to serve with other youth from around the nation.
On the YOUTHWORKS website, they describe the experience at Benton Harbor, Michigan this way:
"During a week in Benton Harbor, your group will partner with local organizations to serve the
city’s youngest and oldest residents. You’ll also assist with yard work and paint homes. In the evenings, your group will tour the community and learn about the fine arts revitalization in Benton
Harbor from a community friend. Experience local BBQ, visit a Lake Michigan beach, and explore
Benton Harbor’s sister city, St. Joseph. YouthWorks has partnered with this community since
4
2000."

Why a mission trip? It is one way to point communities, teens and churches toward Jesus and that
greatest of commandments --- to love God and love others. When we get that right, we help people
experience unconditional love and care for one another through the lens of Jesus Christ.
This kind of trip is a wonderful, faith-building, faith-enacting opportunity for the youth. However, it
is also a financial challenge. Registration per person is $359 (all program cost, materials and meals
included for Sunday evening to Friday morning) and we will need to rent and fuel a van for a week of
travel to Michigan and to daily work sites. Each teen and family will be contributing but they will also need to turn to their church community for help, too. We thank you, in advance, for any and all
support you can offer through various fundraising efforts. Lift up in prayer our youth and their heart
for service.

How SSSSSWEET! Get Some M 'n M’s and Save Your Quarters
On February 9th* the Youth will be giving you a valentine's gift --- a tube of delicious mini M 'n M's.
After you have enjoyed the candy, the teens ask if you would please save quarters in the empty tube.
When filled, bring it back to Haven for the Youth Fund. If filled to the brim, each tube will hold
$13.75. If all 96 of the tubes distributed come back filled, the teens will have $1320 toward their
mission trip! Join in the sweet fun of sending our youth to share Jesus with others this summer. (*If
you miss getting your sweet treat on the 9th, there will still be one for you the next Sunday.)
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY — Women will meet for study and discussion of scripture
on 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, February 27 in the Parlor. We will be looking at the second
session of a very relevant & helpful study, " We are Called." By considering the
"callings" of various people in the Bible we can apply and help discern what our own
callings might involve.
SCHOOL SUPPLY ITEMS NOW BEING ACCEPTED — As we reported following the Block
Party last August, the response to our School Supply Giveaway was pretty phenomenal. We are almost completely out of school supplies, and we will need many of them for this year's Giveaway. So
now that Christmas is over, be on the lookout for sales of school supplies whenever and wherever
they may occur and pick up a few things to donate to this outreach. A box labeled " School Supplies"
will be in the vestibule.

OTHER HAVEN MINISTRIES
HOLLY PLACE is a non-profit organization that aims to provide senior residents with the best
possible care in a “home-like” setting. In the month of February we will be collecting Napkins.
Collecting these items as well as contributing our $100 monthly pledge, is what helps keep Holly
Place running. Please place your donated items in the bin provided in the narthex.

FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH!
Did you know that the American Dental Association recommends starting regular dental visits for
children at 6 months of age? You can learn more about topics related to children’s (and adolescents)
oral health at ada.org or by visiting the mobile messaging display located in the Narthex.

WORSHIP
FEBRUARY WORSHIP
February 2 Presentation of Our Lord
Psalm 84
February 9 Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 112: 1-9
February 16 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 119: 1-8
February 23 The Transfiguration of our Lord
Psalm 99

Luke 2: 22-40
Matthew 5: 13-20
Mathew 5: 21-37
Matthew 17: 1-19

LENT BEGINS FEBRUARY 26

Lent is a season of reflection and preparation. Lent is a season when we lay bare our sanctuary and
liturgy to concentrate our attention on the journey toward the cross of Jesus. Lent is a season to
intentionally reclaim or deepen our relationship with our Lord. Lent is a season to make a space in
our lives for the love and presence of God.
One way to give God more room is to commit a few minutes each day to read the scripture passage
and reflections in a Lenten devotional book. We will have one available for all adults on February
23rd. It may surprise you to experience what a few moments centered in God's presence can provide.
Another way to make room in our lives for the 40 days of Lent is to adopt a special discipline.
(Notice that "discipline" and "disciple" have the same root.) For some this means "giving up"
something for Lent. For others it means choosing to do something special for the days of Lent.
Whether subtracting or adding, the invitation is to actively call on the Lord to walk with you and
provide the strength and consciousness you need. Thus your choice should be something meaningful and a bit challenging so you that you will need to lean on the Lord as your partner in Lent.
Here are some ideas that recently showed up on several on-line websites. They come in no specific
order and with no recommendations. Prayerfully consider what you may wish to try for the 40
days of Lent. It may be something from this list or something this list inspires you to imagine.
Possibly GIVE UP for the weeks of Lent:
Facebook or Instagram
Worry
Starbucks/Dunkin Donuts (donate savings)
Gossip
Complaining
Yelling
Comparing yourself to others
Inappropriate jokes
Nagging
A grudge
Alcohol
Coffee

Soda
Fast Food (donate savings)
Being late
A video game or game on your phone
Criticizing others or yourself
Skipping church
Sarcasm
Buying anything you do not need
Eating after dinner
Chocolate or another favorite food
Snacking between meals
Name calling

Possibly DO for Lent
Read the Lenten devotion each day
Come regularly to Wednesday Lenten worship (7 pm)
Eat out less (donate some of the savings)
Eat more vegetables and fruit
Sincerely say three nice things each day to your children, spouse or persons you see daily.
Swap an hour of TV or video games to call, write or visit with family, friends, or homebound
members or to complete an incomplete project
Give away or throw away 40 items (one a day) you do not need during Lent
Send 40 cards, notes, or postcards to express appreciation or love
Walk more
Look at your cell phone less often
List three things each day for which you are grateful
Whatever you decide to do or not do this Lent, do it for the love of God and do it with God for an
enriching and revealing Lenten season.

LENTEN SOUP AND SANDWICH SUPPERS – Could you provide a
pot of soup or plate of sandwiches for our 6:00 p.m. Wednesday Lenten
meals (Mar. 4, 11, 18, 25, Apr. 1)? Please sign up on the attendance form
and you will receive a phone call to confirm. Thank you.

THANK YOU NOTES
DEAR HAVEN FRIENDS,
Thank you for the lovely Christmas gifts and cards. I apologize but my list of
items to write thank you notes for disappeared in the Christmas chaos. I didn’t
want to forget to thank anyone so I thought I would write in the newsletter a thank you to all.
Thank you for the gifts, cards and Christmas blessings that you have given me. I truly feel like a
part of the Haven Family and I enjoy celebrating the holidays with all of my families.
Blessings, Mary Grabill,
Administrative Assistant

DEAR FRIENDS OF HOLLY PLACE,
On behalf of the residents, staff, and the Board of Directors of Senior Living Alternatives, Inc. I
would like to thank you for the $179.00 donation you provided our facility Holly Place. Your
thoughtfulness and generosity are always appreciated.
The Staff and Board of Holly Place aim to provide our residents with the best possible care available. As a non-profit organization it is a constant struggle to make ends meet. With the continued
support of people such as you, we are able to maintain our objective of providing a safe “home-like”
setting for our seniors. Again thank you for your continued support in this endeavor.
Sincerely,
Melanie J. Davis, Ex. Dir ector

HAVEN THANK YOU VERY MUCH
We are so appreciative of your generosity! Too often we see students and their parents without
warm coats walking to and from school. Thank you for helping to keep them warm! Kerry Fair,
NPC; I have seen faces light up with joy as I hand someone one of the beautiful coats you so graciously gave! :) A Huge Thanks from the staff: Teri; Thank you! Joan; Thank you! Viniceia, Thank
you for your donation! Sam; Your generosity is greatly appreciated. Wishing you and yours a Merry
Christmas! Jen Y.
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I Wonder . . .

W
o
n
D
e

How many times is "love" used in the Bible?
According to Quora, "The number of times the word "love" appears in the Bible
varies from 514 to 810 times depending upon which translation of the Bible you
are using. "
And this does not include the synonyms for love or the many words in Hebrew and
Greek that mean love.

C o r n er

Actually the entire Bible is the Love Story that God has for people. God became human in Jesus so
that we could know just how much God loves us. Jesus also showed us how to love each other. He
taught us that if we loved Him we would care for all people. One of my favorite verses in the Bible is
found in Matthew 25: 35-36 NIV

"For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me." These verses do not use the word
love, but for me it shows me how to love God, who I can not see by caring for those I do see.
Here are a few verses that mention love in them. See if you can fill in the missing blanks.
1. John 15:12 This is my commandment that ye ________________ one another even as I have
_____________________ you.
2. John 14:15 If you love me, __________________ my _____________________.
3. John ____:_____ For ____________ so_____________________ the world that He gave
His only _________________________________ son.
I also wonder........
What are some of your favorite Bible
verses about love?
How do you let others know that God
loves them?
Is that how Valentine cards got
started?

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Look who’s celebrating special days this month!!!
BIRTHDAY’S THIS MONTH

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Carolyn Brogunier

02/04

Terry & Carol Trovinger

02/14

Laura Manspeaker

02/05

Melita Kaplan

02/09

Aaron Richards

02/11

Robert Snyder

02/11

Drew Pensis

02/14

Meghan Byers

02/15

Jane Bowen

02/18

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES

Shaun Rollins

02/19

Mary Fortson

02/01

Richard Hess

02/20

Ned Strange

02/05

Margaret Manspeaker

02/20

Terry Hill

02/22

Marissa McKenzie

02/24

John Richards

02/25

Is your special day missing on the next page?
Please contact the church office if your birthday or anniversary is missing from our lists.
We want to celebrate all our members special days with them.

We celebrate all of God’s children!

BULLETINS 11 AM
FRI. Feb. 7 — Joan Schupp
FRI. Feb. 14 — Sue Nelson
FRI. Feb. 21 — Kristen Andrews
FRI. Feb. 28 — Kathy Amos

FOOD BANK VOLUNTEERS
Feb. 4: Team 1: Ed Distad, Jan Mer iqu e,
Judy Teter, Becky Plavcan
Feb. 14: Team 2: Su san Str obl,
Pastor,
Kelly Bracken

NEWSLETTER 12 PM
FRI. FEB. 28—Kathy Amos
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WORSHIP SERVICE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTH

Serving

February 2

February 9

February 16

February 23

Acolyte

Adam
Tice

Anna
Bergschneider

Emily
Butsch

Aura
Harbaugh—Wiles

Assisting
Minister

Jim
Cannon

Barbara
Miller

Aura
Harbaugh—Wiles

Nancy
Newkirk

Lay Reader

Marge
Cunningham

Elaine
Michael

Barbara
Miller

Joan
Schupp

Entry
Greeter(s)

Dave & Sue
Resh

Bob Snyder
Elaine Michael

Amy Mason
NEEDED

NEEDED
NEEDED

Ushers

Ed & Prue
Yelinek
Dave & Sue
Resh
Cliff & Sue
Britton

Bob Snyder
Elaine Michael
NEEDED
NEEDED
Susan Strobl
Marge
Cunningham

Kelly & Jon
Bracken
Ned & Millie
Strange
NEEDED
NEEDED

Kathy Wright
Kathy Pensis
Judy Hoffman
Tanner Creek
Amy Mason
Kim Pile

Greeters Exit West

Dick Hess

Stephen Kauffman

Margaret McKee

Scott Rhodes

Greeter Exit
Center

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Pastor
Alessandri

Greeter Exit East

Judy Hoffman

Amy Mason

Dave Resh

Susan Strobl

Nursery

Susan Strobl,
Joyce Meredith

Melissa Butsch
Emily Butsch

Mike Manspeaker
Jackie Webb

Scott & Cindy
Rhodes

Coffee Host(s)

Harold
Rice

Elaine
Michael

Marge
Cunningham

Kim Pile—
Congregational
Meeting

Altar Flowers

Kathy
Amos

Elaine
Michael

Dick & June
Hess

NEEDED

Securing the
Church
Larry Hartsock, Scott Rhodes
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Fe b r u a r y 2 0 2 0
Al-Anon—Fellowship of relatives and friends of Alcoholics
A.F.G.—Al-Anon Family Group
PSST—Pastor’s Study and Support Time

Sun

Mon

Tue

CoDa—Co-Dependents Anonymous
B.B.B.S.—Big Brothers Big Sisters of Washington Co.
Music Time—Program with W.C.P.S.

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
12:00 AFG

2 (Hunger Sunday)
Souper Bowl for Hunger

9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship
11:00 S. School
5:00 No
Confirmation
6:00 Playmakers
9
9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship
11:00 S. School
11:00 Connector’s
Mtg. (Haven West)
5:00 Confirmation
(Parlor)
6:30 Adventure
Crew
16
(Holly Place offering)

9:30 Worship
10:30 Fellowship
11:00 S. School
5:00 Confirmation
(Parlor)
6:00 Playmakers
23
9:30 Worship
Congregational
Meeting & lunch
5:00 Confirmation
(Parlor)
6:00 Playmakers

3
6:00 Handbells
7:00 Property
7:00 Barbershop

4
9:35 Fitness
10:15 Music Time
1:00 AFG
6:00 Playmakers
6:00 Spiritual
Direction Group

5
10:00 Bible Study
4:00 Holly Place
7:00 Choir

11
9:35 Fitness
10:15 Music Time
1:00 AFG
6:00 Playmakers

12
10:00 Bible Study
7:00 Choir

17
18
Presidents Day 9:35 Fitness
Office Closed 10:15 Music Time
1:00 AFG
6:00 Handbells
6:00 Playmakers
7:00 Council

19
10:00 Bible Study
7:00 Choir

10
6:00 Handbells
7:00 Parish Life
7:00 Barbershop
7:15 Worship
Team mtg.

7
9:35 Fitness
5:30 AFG
6:30 Haven
After
Hours
(Resh home)

(Haven West)
7:00 Barbershop
24
25
6:00 Handbells
9:35 Fitness
7:00 Barbershop 10:15 Music Time
1:00 AFG
6:00 Playmakers

6
10:15 M. Time
6:00 Playmakers
6:30 CoDa

26

Ash
Wednesday

10:00 Bible Study
12:00 Worship
6:30 B.B.B.S.
7:00 Worship
7:45 Choir

13
10:15 M. Time
11:00 PSST
5:30 B.B.B.S. mtg.
6:00 Playmakers
6:30 Lioness
6:30 CoDa

14

8
9:00 Parish
Education
Team mtg.
(Parlor)
12:00 AFG

15
NEWSLETTER

9:35 Fitness
5:30 AFG

DEADLINE

12:00 AFG

20 Dean’s Mtg.
21
22
10am—11:30am 9:35 Fitness
(Zoom—tele call) 5:30 AFG
12:00 AFG
10:15 Music Time
11:00 PPST
2:00 Book Club
6:00 Playmakers
27 10:00 Women’s 28

Bible Study
10:15 Music Time
11:00 PSST

12:15 Lunch
Bunch/Ladies night
Out
6:00 Playmakers
6:30 CoDa

29
9:35 Fitness 12:00 AFG
5:30 AFG

YouthQuake
Virginia Beach
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2020 Annual Meeting & Luncheon
“Moving Forward Together”
February 23, after worship
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